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something which is not 
irrelevant to your life.

Similar scenes have 
been repeated all through 
West Africa for much 
of this year. It was the 
turn of Lome, Togo, on 
30 July. Again, it rained 
for much of the day 
but it didn’t stop over 
8,000 people filling a 
local stadium for another 
crusade there.

Earlier in the year, on 
29 January to be precise, 
over 45,000 people had 
assembled at the National 
Stadium in Abuja, 
Nigeria, for another 
Deeper Life crusade. 

A similar crusade 
in Ghana in April had 
drawn comparable 
crowds to the 
Independence Square 
in Accra for four days. 
Christianity is dying in 
Europe but it is flying 
on eagles’ wings in 
Africa. And the earlier 
we paid attention to the 
revolution, in order to 
influence the weeding 
out of the fake churches 
and prophets, the better.

Yes, not all of the new 
Pentecostal and so-called 
“charismatic churches” 
are genuine. Many 
are frauds. Many are 

gigantic money-spinning 
machines ripping off 
their unsuspecting 
members of their hard-
earned tithes. 

Many still have 
become part of the 
problem faced by society, 
instead of being part 
of the solution. They 
deceive, they browbeat 
their members, they 
practise spiritism, 
they confuse, they 
have become breakers 
of families, their 
understanding of the 
Bible is atrociously 
scanty, and their churches 
have become venues for 
drumming and dancing. 
In short, they give God a 
bad name. 

In the midst of these 
bad apples is hidden 
a gem. This much, 
even the competition 
concedes. The Deeper 
Life Bible Church, 
founded 33 years ago 
in Nigeria by Pastor 
William Folorunso 
Kumuyi, stands head 
and shoulders above the 
crowd of the Pentecostal 
and charismatic churches 
filling the void left by the 
orthodox churches in the 
lives of the people.

A stickler for Biblical 

truths and practising 
what they preach, Deeper 
Life (as it is affectionately 
called) has accumulated 
a solid reputation of 
serious Christianity for 
itself over the years, 
such that, at a recent 
encounter at the Murtala 
Mohammed Airport in 
Lagos, the mere mention 
of the name “Deeper 
Life” was enough to open 
doors for us. 

Even non-members 
have such high regard 
for the church. Some, in 
fact, say “if you want to 
be real with God, Deeper 
Life is the most serious”. 

When I asked Pastor 
Kumuyi about this in 
an interview, his famed 
humility took the better 
part of him: “Well, if 
I comment on it,” he 
said, “it would look 
like exalting Deeper 
Life because I belong to 
Deeper Life. But in all 
honesty, I am happy that 
other people make such 
comments. They know 
what we stand for.”

He continued: “For 
example, there have 
been instances in Nigeria 
where some of our 
members have been 
stopped at roadblocks by 

the traffic police. They 
would tell them to bring 
out their car papers. 
‘Bring this, bring that’. 
Our members would 
bring out everything. 
The police would then 
say ‘pack there’. They 
would pack there. What 
the police are expecting 
is money. But the average 
Deeper Life member 
would pack his car and 
stay there, no matter 
the rush to get to his 
destination. 

“Then, the police 
would turn round and 
say, ‘why are you wasting 
your time, you know 
what to do, why don’t 
you do it like the other 
people and go?’ The 
average Deeper Life 
member would say: ‘I 
am sorry, officer; I am 
a Christian’. ‘Which 
church?’, the  police 
would ask. ‘Deeper Life, 
sir’. ‘Ah, you can go 
then,’ the police would 
say because they know 
that we will not give a 
bribe to the police.”

Pastor Kumuyi 
continued: “You see, 
some people have to stick 
to their guns because 
they know it is right for 
Christians to live godly 

“the crowd at the 
iBtc church in  
lagos was a sight to 
behold, and what 
impresses most is 
the discipline with 
which this massive 
throng of people go 
about their  
religious duties. 
Many may have 
woken up at 4am 
to prepare for the 
journey to ayobo, 
to be seated by 
8am when the 
service starts. even 
football, the  
so-called new  
religion of  
the people,  
especially in the 
West, would have 
been impressed. it 
was awesome!” 
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relevant to the lives of 
so many millions of our 
compatriots.

The revolution is 
religion, Christian 
religion, and it is 
sweeping the continent 
off its feet. To see over 
15,000 people devotedly, 
and with clock-work 
discipline, filling up the 

10 halls of the Deeper 
Life Bible Church 
(DLBC) at Ayobo, 
Lagos, Nigeria, on a 
Sunday morning, at eight 
o’clock prompt, and a 
good number spilling 
onto the massive grounds 
of the church reached 
by loudspeakers, you 
wonder where we in the 
West have emigrated to.

It was a sight to 
behold, and what 
impresses most is the 
discipline with which this 
massive throng of people 
go about their religious 

duties. Many may have 
woken up at 4am to 
prepare for the journey 
to Ayobo, to be seated 
by 8am when the service 
starts. Even football, the 
so-called new religion 
of the people, especially 
in the West, would have 
been impressed. It was 
awesome! 

Which shows how 
relevant religion, or 
Christianity, is to the 
people. In Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, a country 
which holds the record 
for the highest rainfall 
in West Africa, a daily 
minimum of 10,000 
people defied the 
heavy rains on three 
consecutive days in mid-
August (the height of the 
rainy season) to attend 
a Deeper Life crusade at 
the National Stadium. 
The crusade was held in 

This is Deeper Christian Life
An outsider’s view through the eyes of Baffour ankomah who  
travelled to four West African countries in August to see how the  
Deeper Life Bible Church is affecting lives. 

 There is a 
revolution taking 
place in Africa 

which those of us living 
in the West have not paid 
much attention to, or at 
best sniffed at. We may 
not like it, but it does 
affect the lives of many 
millions of Africans. 
Seeing it at close range 
on a recent reporting trip 
to Togo, Ghana, Sierra 
Leone and Nigeria, it 
would be foolish of us  
to pretend that  
no such 
revolution is 
happening or 
that it is not 

collaboration with all  
the non-orthodox 
churches in the country, 
calling themselves “the 
body of Christ in Sierra 
Leone”.

Each day they braved 
the rains to come to the 
stadium. Those who sat 
on the roofless terraces 
had only their umbrellas 
for shelter. You don’t 
go to such lengths for 

A house fit for the 
Lord: An artist’s 
impression of Deeper 
Life’s new worldwide 
headquarters church 
in Gbagada, Lagos, 
which is due for 
completion in late 
2008. Photo, opposite 
page, is the back view 
of the church 



SPECIAL REPORT

DEEPER LIFE: YEAR OF TRANSFORMATION
“Some of the pastors 

of those churches actually 
told me that we were 
creating problems for 
them by not starting 
our own church. If we 
had our own church, 
they said, their members 
would not come back 
and project the kind of 
teaching, and live lives 
the churches didn’t agree 

with.

Apostolic Faith where he 
worshipped. “The basic 
reason,” he explains, “was 
that the Apostolic Faith 
did not believe in every 
member going out to 
witness to other people 
with the purpose of 
winning new souls.  
They felt that if 
everybody did that, they 
would not teach the 
right thing in a uniform 

manner because 

they were young and 
untrained. 

“But I said no, they 
were not going out to 
teach other people, they 
were just saying ‘this 
is what Christ can do 
for you’. They were not 
teaching anything the 
people didn’t already 
know. But the church 
said ‘no, we should sit 
down and shouldn’t talk 
to anybody about Christ’. 
It was the church 
leadership alone that 
had the right to preach 
the Bible to people. 

“I said ‘no, if we are 
to wait like that, people 
who did not know 
the truth would never 
know’. This point of 
disagreement made them 
to say that because I did 
not fully agree with what 
they were saying, I had to 
leave the church.”

Today, Deeper Life 
has multiple branches in 
over 40 African countries 
and 23 other countries 
outside Africa – from 
Russia to Ukraine, 
Hong Kong to India, 
Jamaica to Brazil, USA to 
Canada, UK to France, 
Italy to Austria, Germany 
to Malta, Holland to 
Romania, Philippines to 
Egypt, and many more 
besides. 

Pastor Kumuyi’s 
passion is to see the 
church implanted in 
every community in the 
next few years. “I also 
want to reach the people 
that nobody is reaching 
at the moment – the 
people at the top such 
as politicians, national 
leaders, the movers and 
shakers, the decision 
makers in the various 
countries – it is my 
passion that the truth we 
have will reach them,” he 
told New African. 

“It is also my 
prayer that the church 
leadership, including 

myself, will train 
ourselves and package the 
good things we have in 
such a way that we will 
be able to reach these 
people at the top. If one 
national leader receives 
the truth and becomes 
converted, it will affect a 
lot of people. Sometimes 
it is our presentation, 
how we package what we 
have that makes people 
say ‘no, we don’t want it 
or yes we want it’.”

Now 65 years of age, 
Pastor Kumuyi is not 
slowing down. Rather, his 
workload has increased 
as he shuttles between 
the rest of the world and 
Africa ministering to 
the churches. In Ghana 
alone, Deeper Life has 
1,340 churches. And 
the work is growing 
everywhere, particularly 
in Europe and America.

Pastor Kumuyi is 
keenly aware of the 
challenges. And has 
positioned himself, and 
run his life, in such a 
dignified manner to 
enable him to meet 
all the challenges. As 
such he wins respect 
everywhere he goes. 
Church leaders are rarely 
held in such high esteem. 

The irony is that he 
is such a humble man 
you would never think 
he is the one so regarded 
by his members and 
outsiders alike, including 
national leaders. His 
humility, in fact, is quite 
disarming!

His selflessness, too, 
means that he draws no 
salary for the work he 
does, even though some 
of his junior pastors who 
are full time pastors are 
paid for their service.

Unlike other 
pastors who double 
as accountants and 
treasurers of their 
churches, Pastor Kumuyi 
“does not touch money”, 

the church secretary,  
told me in Lagos. Instead 
the church gives him  
an allowance for his 
upkeep. The church  
has a solid organisational 
and administrative 
structure that takes care 
of all that. 

When he was a 
lecturer, he worked for 
himself and personally 
owned whatever he 
acquired. Today, he owns 
nothing. Everything he 
has (if that is the right 
word) is owned by the 
church as a collective. 
The modest house he 
lives in on the grounds 
of the International Bible 
Training Centre (IBTC) 
at Ayobo is owned by the 
church. His modest 4x4 
vehicle which he uses for 
work is owned by the 
church. In fact, some of 
his junior pastors and 
state/national overseers 
drive in better 4x4s than 
he does. 

In a way, Pastor 
Kumuyi reminds me of 
Ghana’s first president, 
Kwame Nkrumah. Like 
Nkrumah, Kumuyi has 
no property to his name, 
even though he is the 
leader of a mammoth 
organisation whose out-
of-headquarters churches, 
such as the one in Port 
Harcourt, can seat over 
35,000 men, women and 
children on an average 
Sunday. 

“I have looked at the 
ministry of Jesus Christ, 
and I want as much as 
possible to follow the 
life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ,” Kumuyi told 
New African. 

“Thus, in my 
relationship and 
interaction with people, 
and the life I live, I want 
it to be the life of Christ. 
I want my ministry to be 
more and more like that 
of Christ.”

What a challenge. <
 

“So eventually, after 
we prayed, we saw that 
the only way to resolve 
the problem was to start 
our own church, which 
we did in 1983. But even 
then, we still retained the 
Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry as the larger 
umbrella body which 
allowed us to minister to 
others outside the Deeper 
Life Bible Church.”

In 1977, six years 
before the formation of 
the Deeper Life church, 
Kumuyi himself had 
been driven out of the 

“each day’s  
attendance was over 
10,000, and each 
day they braved the 
rains to come to the 
stadium. those who 
sat on the roofless 
terraces had only 
their umbrellas for 
shelter. You don’t 
go to such lengths 
for something which 
is not irrelevant to 
your life.” 

lives. So in many things 
like that, Deeper Life 
has actually spearheaded 
some conviction in 
society that paying bribes 
to the police is not the 
way it ought to be.

“Today most people in 
Nigeria know that when 
it comes to worshipping 
God in sincerity, or 
teaching the Bible and 
living by it, Deeper Life 
actually mean what they 
teach and practise what 
they preach.” 

But this reputation 
did not come cheaply to 
Deeper Life. The church 
started in August 1973 
as a 15-member Bible 
Study Group on the 
campus of the University 
of Lagos (UNILAG). Its 
current head or “General 
Superintendent”, Pastor 
W. F. Kumuyi, was at 
the time a lecturer in 

mathematics at the 
university. 

A man of firm 
religious convictions, 
who was brought up 
as an Anglican by a 
father who himself was 
a “militant” Christian, 
Pastor Kumuyi has seen 
33 years of solid growth 
of a church he reluctantly 
founded, 33 hardworking 
years during which 15 
members have increased 
to over one million in 
over 60 countries around 
the world today. 

If this achievement 
had been in the corporate 
world, the name 
Kumuyi would now be 
as hallowed as the Bill 
Gates, the Fords and the 
Richard Bransons. But 
this is religion, and his 
address is in Africa where 
nothing is supposed to 
happen.

Though, to get the 
chronological order  
spotlessly right, the 
church was formally 
established in 1983, 
but its antecedents go 
back to 1973 when 15 
people, yearning for 
more Biblical truths and 

“I completed my 
secondary school 
education in 1961, 
and in 1962 started 
teaching mathematics 
at Mayflower School in 
Ikenne, near Ibadan. 
It was there that I 
was introduced to the 
Apostolic Faith, and 
really heard about the 
change that Christ could 
bring to our lives when 
we turned from our sins 
and believed in him. It 
was there that I had the 
salvation experience and 
things really turned up 
for me.”

Things changed 
completely for him when 
he became born again 
in April 1964, but it 
would take nearly 10 
years before he set up 
the Bible Study Group 
that eventually led to the 
formation of the Deeper 
Life Bible Church.

“While I was doing my 
postgraduate work at the 
University of Lagos,” he 
recalls, “some people who 
knew me as a member of 
the Scripture Union (SU), 
would come and ask me 
questions about the Bible 
and Christian living. 

“Some of them would 
come at odd hours, so 
I felt it was better we 
gathered as a group and 
studied the Bible together 
instead of spending so 
much time dealing with 
them as individuals. I 
told them: ‘Let’s come 
together on Monday 
evenings in my flat and 
study the Bible together.’ 
So they came, 15 of 
them, to my flat and I 
started teaching them 
about the Bible.

“When the group 
was small, we were not 
using loudspeakers, so 
there was no problem. 
I was the one arranging 
the chairs and benches, 
leading the singing and 
teaching the music. Then 

the time came when my 
flat could no longer hold 
us, so we spilled outside 
and occupied the front of 
the building. 

“My neighbours who 
were also lecturers started 
to complain that the 
noise was disturbing 
them. Eventually it got to 
the registrar who called 
me one day and said 
he had been receiving 
complaints from my 
neighbours. ‘Well,’ I 
said, ‘when my neigbours 
organise night parties or 
naming ceremonies and 
such like, they disturb 
me too but I don’t 
complain’.

“Eventually we resolved 
it. The registrar said I 
should try and find a 
place outside the campus, 
but they didn’t drive us 
away or disturb us. We 
did finally find a place 
outside in 1976 when 
our number grew and 
we could no longer be 
contained within the 
confines of Flat 2. We 
eventually got a place in a 
church which was willing 
to accommodate us.”

More people came as 
the Bible Study  Group 
grew. Because the Group 
was non-denominational, 
people were happy to 
come from various 
churches and study with 
Lecturer Kumuyi, as he 
still was then. Soon the 
membership had gone 
over 1,500.

But a problem was 
hiding in the corner. 
“As members of the 
Group were getting 
converted and their 
lives were changing,” 
Pastor Kumuyi recalls, 
“they went back to their 
churches and lived the 
new Christian lives 
they were learning at 
our Bible studies. This 
posed serious challenges 
for the churches, and so 
persecution started.

teaching, assembled in 
Kumuyi’s flat, Flat No.2, 
at the University of Lagos 
for Bible studies. 

How a mathematics 
lecturer became a pastor 
– and not just a pastor 
because there are pastors 
and there are pastors – is 
best explained by Pastor 
Kumuyi: 

“I became a born-again 
Christian on 5 April 
1964. My father was a 
militant religious person 
when we were very 
young. He would wake 
up in the morning, at 
about 5.30am, we would 
gather as a family, read 
the Bible and pray. 

“Basically we knew 
that the Bible was very 
important as the word of 
God. But I didn’t have an 
experiential knowledge 
of who Christ was and 
what he could do in our 
lives. We just went to 
church as a regular thing 
in the family, but I didn’t 
have the experience of 
an intimate relationship 
with the Lord. My 
father was very strict, he 
wouldn’t do this or that 
because of his religious 
background.

The early beginnings: 
This is where Deeper 
Life started as a 15-
member Bible Study 
Group in 1973. The 
middle flat, Flat 2, 
University of Lagos, was 
where Pastor Kumuyi 
lived as a mathematics 
lecturer. Opposite page: 
Coming to church, and 
going home 
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sufficient, it sends regular 
contributions to the 
national kitty as a rule, 
which is audited at the 
end of the year.

The nations send 
financial contributions 
to the worldwide 
headquarters only if 
there are special projects 
happening there, such as 
the building of the ultra-
modern headquarters 
church currently 
underway at Gbagada, 
Lagos.

Otherwise, funds 
raised in any particular 
country are spent on 
projects and programmes 
in that country. The 
same goes for the 36 
states in Nigeria. State, 
national and worldwide 
headquarters accounts are 
periodically audited by 
appointed auditors. Para-
Church units’ accounts 
are audited yearly 
by both internal and 
external 

auditors. Record keeping, 
even including church 
attendances, is therefore 
religiously adhered to. 

In the early days of the 
church, individual states 
in Nigeria were given 
responsibility to support 
(or fund) the missionary 
work in new countries. 
It is still the case, except 
that today some of the 
self-sufficient nations 
like Ghana also support 
the missionary work in 
other countries. Ghana 
is currently supporting 

the missionary work in 
Zimbabwe. 

It has been a Deeper 
Life tradition that pastors 
can only go full time 
on the payroll when 
their local churches can 
support them financially. 
Otherwise, they earn 
their living in the secular 
world and minister to the 
flock part time. This has 
helped in cutting down 
costs, and also ensuring 
that new churches can 
grow without the burden 
of a pastor’s salary. 

Although 33 years old 
this year, Deeper Life 
very much keeps abreast 
with the times. In this 
age of high technology, 
the church has not been 
found wanting. It has an 
Information Technology 
division which handles 
the Live Transmission 
and Central Electronics 
units of its operations. 

Live Transmission is in 
charge of live broadcasts 
across the world of the 
core messages delivered 
by Pastor Kumuyi at 
the weekly Monday 
Evening Bible Studies, 
African-wide crusades, 
conferences, retreats, and 
special meetings. 

The church owes 
much of its growth 
to the indefatigable 
Pastor Kumuyi whose 
dedication to the 
spreading of the gospel 
has won many souls. 
The current church 
secretary tells of an 
occasion in 1975 when 
a friend of his who 
had earlier attended 
one of Kumuyi’s 
Bible Study sessions 
at the University of 
Lagos, came to tell 
him: “I have just seen 
somebody who  
teaches the Bible as 
if he was there when 
it was written.” The 
church secretary says 
when he went to find 

out for himself, he liked 
what he saw: “This is  
it, I said. And I have 
never left.” 

The church is so 
meticulous in its teaching 
that the lives of its 
members also draw 
people to the church. 
“When you meet a 
Deeper Life member,” 
says the Abuja pastor, 
“you know you’ve met 
a Christian.” It is a 
sentiment shared by 
the Nigerian president, 
Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo, who, in late 
January 2006, sent his 
representative Chief 
Ojo Maduekwe, to tell 
over 45,000 people at 
a Deeper Life crusade 
in Abuja, that “the 
church has touched so 
many lives by building 
the foundation of 
righteousness in the 
country. The Christian 
lives of Nigerians have 
been deepened [by 
the church],” said the 
president, who himself is 
a Christian.

The church 
membership cuts across 
all strata of society – 
from the very rich to the 
very poor, professionals 
to artisans, government 
officials to business 
people, market women to 
farmers, intellectuals to 
civil servants, governors 
to the governed, soldiers 
to police officers, border 
guards to warders, every 
kind of profession and 
talent is found in the 
church. It is a veritable 
melting pot of all-
comers. And they all sit 
side by side at church 
services to worship the 
Lord . At Deeper Life, 
everybody is equal before 
the Lord. And there is 
no reservation for front 
pews. It is a church 
which does its utmost to 
be in tune with the word 
of God. <

countries in which Deeper 
life has multiple churches

africa   
1 Angola  
2 Benin 
3 Botswana  
4 Burkina Faso 
5 Burundi  
6 Cameroon  
7 Cape Verde 
8 Central African Rep 
9 Chad  
10 Congo Brazzaville 
11 Congo Kinshasa 
12 Côte d’Ivoire 
13 Djibouti  
14 Egypt  
15 Equatorial Guinea 
16 Ethiopia  
17 Gabon   
18 Gambia  
19 Ghana  
20 Guinea Bissau 
21 Guinea Conakry 
22 Kenya  
23 Lesotho  
24 Liberia  
25 Madagascar 
26 Malawi  
27 Mali  
28 Mauritania 
29 Mauritius  
30 Mozambique 
31 Namibia  
32 Niger  
33 Nigeria  
34 Rwanda  
36 Sao Tome e Principe 
37 Senegal  
38 Seychelles 
39 Sierra Leone 
40 South Africa 
41 Swaziland 
42 Togo  
43 Uganda  
44 Zambia  
45 Zimbabwe  
 
rest of the world
47 Austria   
48 Brazil   
49 Canada   
50 France   
51 Germany   
52 Hong Kong  
53 India   
54 Italy   
55 Jamaica   
56 Malta   
57 Netherlands  
58 Romania   
59 Russia   
60 UK   
61 Ukraine   
62 USA   

 The Deeper Life 
Bible Church 
– amongst the 

largest churches in the 
world, according to 
independent statistics – is 
the flagship organisation 
of the Deeper Christian 
Life Ministry which 
has its headquarters 
at Gbagada, Lagos, 
Nigeria. The church has 
more than one million 
members in 62 countries 
in Africa, Europe, Asia 
and the Americas. 

It is often likened 
to an “octopus in its 
operational make-up”. 
Its arms cover far and 
wide, and unlike other 
churches of its kind, 
Deeper Life has an 
impressive organisational 
and administrative 
structure headed by the 
General Superintendent, 
Pastor William. F. 
Kumuyi.

Under him, on the 
next rung of the church 
hierarchy, come the 
church secretary, national 
overseers, state overseers, 
women’s director, head 
of missions, national 
coordinator (for Nigeria), 
head of the International  

 
Bible Training Centre 
(IBTC), and head of 
Para-Church Units 
(consisting of Life Press, 
Life Tapes, Life Farms). 

While the IBTC looks 
after the training of 
new pastors and church 
leaders, the church’s 
main operations are done 
through the following 
units: 
< Men’s Fellowship
< Deeper Life
  Campus Fellowship
< Deeper Life Students  

 Outreach
< Youth Ministry
< Children’s Ministry
< Women’s Ministry
< Prisons Outreach
< Forces Ministry
< Hospital Fellowship
< House Caring   

 Fellowship

The other para-church 
units – Life Press Ltd, 
Life Tapes Ltd, Life 
Farms, Women’s Mirror 
Ltd, Deeper Life Schools 
Network (consisting of 
private schools founded 
by Deeper Life members, 
particularly in Ghana) 
– exist to help in the 
execution of the “Great 
Commission” or the 

spreading of the gospel.
And nothing is left to 
chance. The church’s 
saturation coverage of 
matters spiritual and 
temporal will impress 
any military strategist. 
From the bottom up, 
you find the House 
Caring Fellowships 
(HCF). These are micro 
units of not more than 
15 members at the 
grassroots level who meet 
regularly to take care of 
the spiritual and material 
needs of members. 

When the unit exceeds 
15 members in a given 
location, the HCF is split 
to keep the number to 
less than 15. The idea is 
to keep it so small and 
tightly knit that every 

member’s spiritual and 
material needs can be 
catered for.

The HCFs come 
together to form the next 
rung on the ladder – the 
Zones. Headed by zonal 
leaders and women’s 

representatives, 
the zones or a 
number of them 
make up a District 
(headed by district 
coordinators). In  
the cities, a number 
of districts make 
up a Group (led by 
Group coordinators). 
Rural areas, 
districts and Local 
Government Areas, 
headed by District 
and LGA pastors, 
make up a Region 
(led by a Regional 

Overseer). The Regions 
come together to form 
the National units 
(headed by the national 
overseer)   

This organisational 
structure makes sure that 
no member is left behind 
in the spiritual growth of 
the church itself and the 
individuals in it. 

The structure is 
founded on the concept 
of self-sufficiency for 
every church location. 
Each church raises its 
own funds and spends 
it on projects and 
programmes geared 
towards the pursuit of 
the Great Commission. 
Projects and programmes 
are, however, chosen 
in consultation with 
the district, regional or 
national headquarters. 
Bigger national projects 
must receive the approval 
of the worldwide 
headquarters in Lagos.

A new church location 
normally receives 
financial help from the 
regional or national 
headquarters until it is 
able to stand on its own 
feet. When it is self-

‘The church has touched so many lives’
“I have just seen somebody who teaches the Bible as if he was there when it was written”. 

“the church 
membership cuts 
across all strata  
of society – it is  
a veritable melting 
pot of all-comers. 
and they all sit  
side by side at 
church services. 
at Deeper life, 
everybody is equal 
before the lord.”

The old headquarters 
church in Gbagada, 
Lagos, has been pulled 
down to make way 
for an ultra-modern 
US$23m church which 
is currently under 
construction. It will be 
a sight to behold when 
completed. 

A long journey: Pastor 
W.F. Kumuyi as a 
young man. From the 
Bible Study Group he 
set up in 1973 which 
gave birth to the 
church, he has had 
33 continuous years 
of service to God and 
Deeper Life 
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Kumuyi  I think so. I began to 
notice it myself when I became a 
born-again Christian. My father 
was an Anglican, and one of 
their normal practices was infant 
baptism. But I wasn’t too young 
when I was baptised and given 
a Christian name. Before the 
event, I had arranged with my 
father that my Christian name 
would be Johnson, because there 
was a man by that name in our 
community whom I admired 
– the way he carried himself, 
his lifestyle and everything. So 
I wanted to have his name. My 
father agreed with the priest that 
my name would be Johnson. 
But when we got there, just at 
the very moment that I was to 
be baptised, they changed their 
mind and gave me the name, 
William. I didn’t like it at the 
time. It was much later that an 
American evangelist, preaching 
in Singapore, asked me: “You 
are William?” I said “Yes”. 
“Do you know the meaning 
of William?”. I said “No”. He 
said: “It means the defender 
of the faith.” It was then that 
I saw the destiny and the way 
the Lord had orchestrated 
everything.   

Baffour  How many siblings 
do you have? 
Kumuyi  I have two siblings 
– a sister who is three years 
younger than I am, and a 
brother who is far much 
younger, 18 or 19 years 
younger than I am. Both 
of them are in Nigeria. My 
sister lives in Ondo State. 
A born-again Christian, she 
attends Deeper Life. My 
brother lives in Osun State, 
and he is also in the Church. 
Both of them are following the 
Lord.

Baffour  That is very 
encouraging, considering that 
in the Bible, Jesus talks about 
the prophet not being held in 
honour in his own home. But 
yours is the opposite.
Kumuyi  Yes, the Lord just worked 
it so. And it is not only in my 
own little home. In Osun State 
where I come from, I once held 

a crusade and conference in 
the state capital, Oshogbo. The 
people came in their thousands. 
And there were miracles, many 
miracles! The people and the 
state governor really welcomed 
me to the home state. It was a 
great homecoming.

Baffour  You have two children 
of your own. Your wife is an 
integral part of the Church, 
in fact she is the head of the 
Women’s Ministry. Will your 

children follow your footsteps 
into the ministry?
Kumuyi  By the grace of God, they 
became born-again Christians 
when they were in secondary 
school here in Nigeria. The first 
one, Jeremiah, is 24, the second 
one, John, is 21. Both are now 
university students in New York, 

USA. But when they were in 
Nigeria, they were in the music 
ministry of the Youth Section 
of the Church. They are both 
studying computer science or 
something related to computers. 
Both are also involved in the 
Church in New York, and are 
making good progress.

Baffour  You were brought up as 
an Anglican yourself. Do you 
remember those days?

Kumuyi  Yes, my father was a 
militant religious person when 
we were very young. He would 
wake up in the morning, at 
about 5.30am, and gather us 
as a family. We would read the 
Bible and pray. Basically we 
knew that the Bible was very 
important as the word of God. 
But I didn’t have an experiential 

knowledge of who Christ 
was, and what Christ could 
do in our lives in bringing a 
change morally. We just went 
to church as a regular thing 
in the family, but I didn’t have 
the experience of an intimate 
relationship with the Lord. 
My father was very strict, he 
wouldn’t go this way or do that 
thing because of his religious 
background.

Baffour  So you went to church 
every Sunday?
Kumuyi  It was compulsory. We 
had to. And of course I loved it.

Baffour  I remember when we 
were at school in Ghana, you 
had to go to church every 
Sunday, it was a must, or on 
Monday morning you were 
whipped by the headteacher 
for not going to church. Did 
it happen during your school 
days in Nigeria?
Kumuyi  No, because in primary 
school, I was going from home 
and our parents took us to 
church every Sunday. So there 
was no problem. It so happened 
that when I went to secondary 
school, the principal and the 
proprietor of the school was an 
atheist and he didn’t buy into 
going to church. In fact, those 
who wanted to go to church 
had to have a church service 
within the school premises. He 
allowed us to do it, but it meant 
we students had to handle it 
ourselves. But really he was 
teaching us at every morning 
assembly and community 
gatherings that there was no 
God and whatever you did in 
life, you had to do it by yourself. 
But, because of my religious 
background, I didn’t accept that 
atheistic philosophy although 
there was a time of confusion. 

Baffour  We know that you 
come from a mathematics 
and science background, 
and you were once a 
maths lecturer at the 
University of Lagos. 
You, in fact, gave up 
your job in 1983 
to concentrate on 
the church. We also 
know that you were 
born in 1941. But 
many people don’t 
know where you 
were born. Which 
part of Nigeria do 
you come from?
Kumuyi  Nigeria is 
divided into 
36 

states, and one of them – in the 
southwest – is called Osun State. 
And in Osun State, there is a 
major town called Ilesha. A few 
kilometres from Ilesha is Erin-
Ijesha. That is where I was born 
on 6 June 1941. 

Baffour  Who, and what, were 
your parents?
Kumuyi  My father was called 
Gabriel Kumuyi Akinfenwa. 
Kumuyi was his real name and 
Akinfenwa was his family  
name. But when he sent me to 
school, he used Kumuyi as my 
surname. My mother was called 
Comfort Kumuyi. They are  

both dead now. My father 
died as far back as 

1967, the year I 
completed 

my 

first degree at the University 
of Ibadan. My mother died in 
the 1990s at the age of 85 or 
thereabouts.

Baffour  African names have 
meanings. What does Kumuyi 
mean?
Kumuyi  The full name is 
Ikumuyiwa, which means “death 
brought this”. After I became a 
Christian, I realised it was the 
death of Christ that has brought 
us salvation, and also the 
redemption and reconciliation 
we have with God. So, for me, 
the name, Ikumuyiwa, is very 
significant – death has brought 
something good. The death of 
Christ has brought us the grace 
and goodness of God, and the 
relationship we have now with 
the Lord. 

Baffour  Even your name is tied 
up with your work?
Kumuyi  Yes. By the way, my 
first name, William, means 
“defender of the faith”, and my 
middle name, Folorunso, puts 
me in the hands of God, it 
means “God watches over this 
one”. And when you think 
of the gospel being really the 
death of Christ bringing our 
redemption, it means that 
death has bought us blessings. 
And now, by my first name 
William, I am a “defender of 
the faith”. And while I am 
defending the faith, which 
means the death of Christ 
has brought us blessings and 
redemption, God will keep on 
watching over me.

Baffour  It looks like there is 
some destiny in all this?

I don’t want anything fake
Dr William Folorunso Kumuyi speaks about his background, how the Deeper Life Bible Church came into being, and what the 
future holds for the entire ministry. “There are no theatrics in our church,” he says, “because from my background, I don’t like 
anything that is turned into a show or drama. Some pastors like the drama rather than the results. I want the results rather 
than the drama. I have also looked at the ministry of Jesus Christ, and I want as much as possible to follow the life and  
ministry of Jesus Christ. So in the relationship and interaction with people, and the life I live, I want it to be the life of Christ. I 
want the Jesus type of ministry. I don’t want anything fake.” Baffour ankomah went to interview him in Lagos. Excerpts:

“an american 
evangelist, preaching 
in Singapore, asked 
me: ‘You are William?’ 
i said ‘Yes’. ‘Do you 
know the meaning of 
William?’. i said ‘No’. 
He said: ‘it means the 
defender of the faith.’ it 
was then that i saw the 
destiny and the way the 
lord had orchestrated 
everything.”

Pastor Kumuyi is blessed with a 
wife, Sister Biodun Kumuyi, who 
is prominent in the church and 
the Women’s Ministry: in fact 
she is the head of the Women’s 
Ministry, and (though she 
doesn't want to take the grace) 
the editor-in-chief of the very 
successful church magazine, 
Christian Women’s Mirror
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said: “Don’t worry. We will pay 
Mayflower the money back.” 

Then when I saw the 
head of the Department of 
Mathematics, he said: “I saw 
you go into the provost’s office. 
What did you go to do?” I said: 
“I went to tell him that I want 
to teach mathematics here after 
my postgraduate work.” He 
said: “What, I had just gone 
in to tell him that we needed a 
mathematics lecturer.” I said: 
“The provost and I have settled 
it.” That is how I became a 
mathematics lecturer at the 
University of Lagos.

Baffour  And did you enjoy your 
days teaching mathematics? 
Kumuyi  I relished it.

Baffour  Did your students give 
you a hard time?
Kumuyi  No, never, because in 
those days when I taught, I 
really taught, I put my whole 
heart into it. When I was 
teaching in secondary school, 
the way God helped me to 
teach, if I didn’t have 100% of 
my students passing the exams, 
I had 95% or 98%. And a lot of 
them got distinctions. So when 
I came to the University of 
Lagos and I taught, the external 
examiners had no problem with 
my work. I really enjoyed my 
days teaching at the University.

Baffour  You became a “born-
again” Christian at the age 
of 23, on 5 April 1964. Do 
you still remember what 
happened?
Kumuyi  Yes, a preacher was 
preaching a simple message, and 
because I had become almost 
like a moralist in the sense 
that I protected my name and 
personality, when that preacher 
preached, I saw that it was not 
just our actions that made us 
unacceptable to God, even our 
wrong thoughts and wrong 
plans or planning our lives as if 
God didn’t exist, also made us 
unacceptable. 

I then realised that I needed 
God. And when the preacher 
made an altar call, he pointedly 
said if “anybody needed Christ 

to fill the void in their lives, 
such people should come 
forward”, I felt drawn to 
what he was saying. I went 
forward, knelt down and 
prayed. In fact, it was such 
an important day for me 
that I still remember it to 
this day, even where I knelt, 
how it all happened, and 
the peace and joy that came 
to my heart, that now I 
was reconciled with God 
through Jesus Christ. It was 
very definite.

Baffour  Was it in Lagos?
Kumuyi  No, it was in Ijebu-Ode 
in Ogun State, about one-and-a-
half hours drive from Lagos. 

Baffour  Was it at a church 
service or crusade?
Kumuyi  It was at a church service.

Baffour  What would you say 
accounted for the quick 
success of the 15-member 
Bible Study Group that you 
set up in 1973 in your flat at 
the University of Lagos which 
eventually led to the formation 
of the Deeper Life Bible 
Church? 
Kumuyi  The style of teaching 
was a very important factor,  at 
the time it was new to a lot of 
people – to go systematically 
from verse to verse and pinpoint 
practical lessons applied to 
their lives, and their lives 
were really changing – people 
became born again, their lives 
were transformed, families got 
better united. And members of 
the group began to spread the 
message of how they enjoyed 
studying the Bible. Through this 
voluntary spiritual salesmanship, 
a lot more people came to the 
Bible studies.

We also started sending out 
Christian articles, we called 
them “Deeper Christian Life 
Articles”. Those who received 
them re-sent them to their 
friends, and so the message 
spread, and more people came.

Baffour

 Why did you call it 
Deeper Life?
Kumuyi  Actually it came from the 

people. When they received the 
articles, they came to the Bible 
studies and said: “We’ve been 
Christians before, but this one 
is deeper than what we used to 
know.” So they used the name 
Deeper Life. We also knew 
that we were leading them to 
deeper relations with God; that 
is how those articles became 
Deeper Christian Life Articles. 
Then as we continued with the 
Bible studies, the group became 
known as the Deeper Christian 
Life Ministry. And when it 
became a church in 1983, we 
called it the Deeper Life Bible 
Church.

Baffour  Are you saying the 
name, Deeper Life, didn’t 
come from you?
Kumuyi  Well, yes and no. We 
called the articles we sent out 
“Deeper Life Articles”. The 
people themselves were saying 
those articles were deepening 
their Christian lives. So the 
name came from both sides.

Baffour  Having followed you 
for four weeks now – from 
Britain to Togo, Sierra Leone 
and Nigeria – I can say you 
have a special gift for humility, 
and I am not flattering you 

or being subservient. Your 
humility has permeated the 
church and has ensured 
that you have remained a 
pastor (or at most, General 
Superintendent) for 33 
years while your colleagues 
in other churches who start 
at the level of prophet, 
not pastor, have gone on 
to become apostles and 
bishops. This humility, 
I think, has helped to 
strengthen Deeper Life and 
given it its distinguishing 

mark. Do you see it that way?
Kumuyi  Well, I see it that way 
because the Lord Jesus himself 
said those who humbled 
themselves would be exalted 
by God and those who exalted 
themselves would be debased. 
As Christ so humbled himself 
and God highly exalted him, 
we believe that if we were real 
Christians, we would do the 
same. That is why, by the grace 
of God, we keep the kind of 
low profile and humility you 
describe, although we don’t 
think about it until people 
point it out, because once you 
begin to make noise that you 
are humble, you are no longer 
humble. 

Baffour  Today, the church has 
over one million members in 
62 countries worldwide. What 
do you think has accounted 
for this phenomenal growth?
Kumuyi  First and foremost, I 
think it is the teaching, we 
teach the Bible in such a way 
that practical problems are 
solved – family problems, 
professional challenges, and also 
how people should be outward 
looking. For example, part of 
the teaching is motivational, to 
let our members know that they 
have potentials, that they can 
achieve, that they can depend 
on God. We develop the faith 
of the people and because of 
that, they value themselves. We 
don’t have the idea of “I am the 
never-do-well person”. No. We 
are humble, yes; but in the Lord 
we can be who he says we can 
be. Also when they get sick, we 
pray and they get healed. This 

“i saw that it was not  
just our actions that 
made us unacceptable 
to God, even our wrong 
thoughts and wrong plans 
or planning our lives as 
if God didn’t exist, also 
made us unacceptable.” 

Eventually I came out of that 
period and really came to know 
the Lord experientially.

Baffour  Was he a Nigerian or 
European?
Kumuyi  A Nigerian. 

Baffour  A Nigerian?
Kumuyi  Yes, but he was trained 
overseas and he came to 
establish the school here. He was 
really a militant atheist.

Baffour  Which school was this?
Kumuyi  Mayflower School at 
Ikenne, near Ibadan. The 
principal was called Dr Tai 
Solarin. He was a social 
critic and quite a militant 
atheist.

Baffour  Is he still alive?
Kumuyi  No, he died in the 
early 1990s.

Baffour  Eventually you left 
the Anglican Church for 
the Apostolic Church. 
What made you switch?
Kumuyi  I was teaching in 
Mayflower School, my 
alma mater. I completed my 
secondary school education 
in 1961, and started teaching 
mathematics at Mayflower in 
1962. It was there that I was 
introduced to the Apostolic 
Faith, not Apostolic Church, 
and really heard about the 
change that Christ could make 
to our lives when we turned 
from our sins and believed in 
him and how he died for us 
on the cross of Calvary. It was 
there that I had the salvation 
experience and things really 
turned up for me.

 
Baffour  If you were asked to talk 
about two landmark events in 
your boyhood that influenced 
your adult life, what would 
you say?
Kumuyi  I remember that in 1952, 
when I was in Standard Two 
in primary school, we took an 
exam. In those days for you to 
move from Standard Two to 
Standard Three, you had to pass 
an exam or you dropped out  
for any vocation training that 

caught your fancy – carpentry, 
tailoring, whatever. I remember 
studying in the moonlight, and 
watching the moon drift across 
the sky. I said, “God, I know 
you are there. I want to know 
whether I will pass this exam 
or not.” Then I took a piece 
of broken pot, and I looked at 
this side and that side, and said, 
“God, if I am going to pass, let 
this side come up. If I am going 
to fail, let this other side come 
up”. I tossed it and the right side 
came up. I said, “OK, I am going 
to pass”. 

And I really 
had confidence that God was 
alive and that he had answered 
my prayers and I was going to 
pass the exam. I never forgot it, 
because later in life, it helped 
me greatly. Even though I was 
young, I was just about 11 years 
old at the time, and yet for 
me it was a definite thing, that 
God was alive, and that when 
you got into trouble or had any 
problem, He would help you.

Then, when I went to 
secondary school, another 
event took place that to date is 
indelible in my mind. There was 
a busy road near the Mayflower 
School which we had to cross 
to draw water from a river on 
the other side of the road. We 
didn’t have pipe-borne water at 
the school in those days. I was 

going to the riverside 
one day to draw water and a car 
was coming down the road at top 
speed. At the time I didn’t know 
Christ as my saviour, I wasn’t 
born-again. When I was crossing 
the road, I didn’t look in both 
ways. The car just missed me, I 
could have died. Even though 
at that time I didn’t have the 
experiential knowledge of God 
that I had later, the moment 
that the car passed and people 
began shouting, I thanked God, 
and because my middle name 
Folorunso meant “God watches 
over this one”, I said: “God, I 
know that I am here in this life 
for a purpose. I am going to serve 
you.” I didn’t know the meaning 
of it at the time. I now know 
that God preserved my life for 
a particular purpose. Those two 
events have never left me.

Baffour  You obtained a first 
class degree in mathematics at 
the University of Ibadan, and 
taught for some time, as you 
said, at the Mayflower School 
at Ikenne near Ibadan, before 
going to do a postgraduate 
course in education at the 
University of Lagos, after 
which you decided to teach 
mathematics at the same 
university. Did you enjoy 
teaching mathematics?
Kumuyi  Yes. Again, the way 

it happened? I went to the 
University of Lagos to do 
a postgraduate diploma in 
education, and it was Dr 
Tai Solarin, the principal of 
Mayflower, who sponsored 
and paid for me to do the 
course.

Baffour  The one who didn’t 
believe in God?
Kumuyi  Yes, but by this time 
I had become born again 
and things had changed. 
One night, I went to an 
open field, a lawn tennis 
field, to pray. And all of a 
sudden, it just occurred to 
me that I should not go 
back to Mayflower School 
after my postgraduate 
work, but that I should 
look for a teaching 
appointment at the 

University of Lagos’ College of 
Education. It was so clear and 
definite that God wanted me to 
do it. 

So the following day, I went 
to the provost’s office, but 
unknown to me, the head of the 
Department of Mathematics had 
gone to the same office to tell 
the provost that they were short 
of teaching staff and that they 
needed a mathematics lecturer 
urgently. As he was coming out 
of the provost’s office, I was 
going in. On seeing me, the 
provost said: “Young man, what 
can I do for you?” I said: “I have 
come to tell you that when I 
finish my postgraduate work, I 
would like to teach mathematics 
here.” He said: “Very good.”  
But there was a problem. 
Mayflower was paying for me 
to do the course. The provost 

Baffour

On account of his personal (and 
the church’s) good reputation, 
Pastor Kumuyi is regularly 
received by heads of state. Here, 
he is received in State House, 
Freetown, by President Ahmed 
Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone. 
Opposite page: Governor Odili of 
Rivers State, Nigeria, welcomes 
Pastor Kumuyi to his office



SPECIAL REPORT

DEEPER LIFE: YEAR OF TRANSFORMATION
Bible and really learned from it. 
I also studied other ministers in 
the healing ministry and prayed 
until the Lord began to manifest 
it in my life.

Baffour  So when exactly did you 
notice these manifestations?
Kumuyi  Some definite healing 
took place before February 1983 
when I was teaching about what 
God could do. People would 
pray and get healed. But on one 
Sunday morning in February 
1983, there was somebody in 
the congregation who had had 
serious demonic attacks for 18 
years. I was praying at the time 
in the headquarters church 
at Gbagada. I did not plan 
it ahead of time, but I found 
myself saying: “If you have had 
a demonic attack, I pray for 
you in the name of Jesus, that 
demonic personality should 
come out of you.”

The Lord opened the eyes 
of that individual and she saw 
the demonic personality come 
out of her and go away. Just at 
that very time, I was also saying 
“thank God, that is done. It is 
gone now”. As I was describing 
it, she was seeing the whole 
thing demonstrated and she 
became totally free for the first 
time in 18 years. 

So after the service, she came 
to me and said she was the one I 
prayed for and this happened to 
her. It was that which gave me 
the confirmation that the Lord 
had now given me the gift of 
healing and deliverance. Things 
began to happen after that.

Then in December 1985, we 
had a crusade at the National 
Stadium in Surulere, Lagos. It 
was the first crusade that really 
brought out the gift of healing 
and deliverance. The blind had 
their eyes opened. A boy who 
had no bone in one of his legs, 
had his bone re-created by God 
there and then. Another boy 
had a rotten hip, they brought 
him there and while we prayed 
God repaired everything there 
and then. And many other 
things happened! Since then, the 
healing ministry has grown by 
leaps and bounds. 

Baffour  What I find amazing, 
as somebody seeing it for the 
first time, is that some other 
pastors would lay their hands 
on people and shake them 
till they fall down and roll 
about. But you don’t do that. 
You just stand at the podium 
and pray a simple prayer, a 
normal prayer, no theatrics, 
and people get healed. Like 
the Doubting Thomas of the 
Bible, I wouldn’t have believed 
it if I had not been there in 
Lome and Freetown to see it 
for myself. And these people 
are not even members of your 
church!
Kumuyi  There are no theatrics 
in our church, because, from 
my background, I don’t like 
anything that is turned into a 
show or drama. Some pastors 
like the drama rather than the 
results. I want the results  
rather than the drama. I have 
also looked at the ministry of 
Jesus Christ, and I want as  
much as possible to follow the 
life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
So in my relationship and 
interaction with people, and the 
life I live, I want it to be the life 
of Christ. 

And from the Bible, I have 
seen that Jesus spoke the word 
and people were healed. So in 
the earlier years, I prayed: “Lord, 
I want this kind of ministry, the 
Jesus type. I don’t want anything 
fake. I am not building up 
myself or exalting myself. What 
would Christ do if he were 
here?” I will keep praying for 
the people and trust the Lord to 
deliver the results.

Baffour  In the late 1980s, 
you used to pray over 
handkerchiefs for healing 
purposes. Has it stopped?
Kumuyi  Really the praying over 
handkerchiefs started without 
us planning it. I went to Aba in 
Abia State, Nigeria, to hold a 
revival meeting in the 1980s. A 
nurse came from the hospital in 
Aba and saw the miracles that 
were taking place at the meeting. 
She had a patient in the hospital 
who she was concerned about. 
Because she could not bring 

the patient to the meeting, she 
decided to bring a handkerchief 
instead. She believed that if we 
prayed over it, she would take 
it back to him and he would 
be healed. It was the nurse who 
started it all. 

So we prayed over the 
handkerchief and she took it 
back to the patient. She laid 
it over him and he was healed 
instantaneously. When people 
heard about it, they started 
sending us handkerchiefs to pray 
over. The nurse had started a 
revolution. We didn’t tell her to 
do it, she did it by herself, and 
when people saw the results, it 
became a practice. 

And then, when we went into 
the Bible and found in the Acts 
of the Apostles, chapter 19:11-
12, it says: “And God wrought 
special miracles by the hands of 
Paul [verse 12]. So that from his 
body were brought unto the sick 
handkerchiefs or aprons, and the 
diseases departed from them, and 
the evil spirits went out of them.” 
So we saw that once you don’t 
turn it into a fetish where people 
deliberately bring handkerchiefs, 
it is not a bad thing. We don’t 
normally do it during our 
services, but it still happens. By 
the grace of God, a lot of things 
have happened.

For example, apart from 
handkerchiefs, one day we 
had finished the service at the 
headquarters church at Gbagada, 
and one boy had been sent away 
from school because he was so 
dull. The teachers felt he was 
totally useless. He couldn’t be 
taught! His father came and said 
he wanted the boy to shake my 
hand. The man had four sons, 
so this one came and shook 
my hand, and the father said 
I would come back and give a 
testimony. 

He took his son back to 
the school, and at the end 
of that term, the boy who 
couldn’t be taught came third 
in the terminal exams. The 
Lord just changed everything. 
Many things have happened 
impromptu like that, without 
us planning it. Either people 
will shake my hand or sit on 

my seat, and they will get their 
desired results, be it healing or 
whatever. It all depends on their 
faith. But I don’t deliberately 
go out looking for that kind of 
experience.   

Baffour  Did you win more 
souls for God and the church 
because of the miracles? 
Kumuyi  I would say yes. From 
the December 1985 meeting, 
that month alone, we had over 
26,000 people giving their lives 
to the Lord. Of the 26,000, 
quite a large number joined 
Deeper Life. Others went to 
other churches.   

Baffour  Alan Isaacson writes in 
his book that your “style of 
worshipping is probably more 
Westernised than the average 
independent church”. Is that 
right?
Kumuyi  I would think so, because 
you don’t find too much 
emotionalism in our services. 

Baffour  Isaacson also says that 
“you are most influenced 
by Western Evangelical/
Pentecostal holiness tradition 
and perhaps too careful of 
being too African in worship 
and practice”. What do you 
say?

      Yes, that is true, but 
though we have been influenced 
by the Western approach, 
when you go into the Bible, 
you don’t find too much of the 
emotionalism and the other 
things common with the African 
churches. At Deeper Life, we 
tend to look at the word of God 
to learn how to worship, how to 
sing, and the purpose of what 
we are doing?

Baffour  Apart from the 
emotionalism, is there 
anything in the African 
churches’ way of worship that 
does not appeal to you?
Kumuyi  You see, as a 
mathematician, I prefer a 
situation where if you are talking 
to me, I can reason, where I can 
sit back and say “that’s logical, 
that’s right”. But when you are 
really hyper-emotional, you 

Kumuyi

manifestation of the power 
of God coupled with the 
other things have contributed 
to the growth of the church.  
We also have a proper 
organisation and 
administration. We have, 
for example, the Children’s 
Section, the Youth Section, 
the Campus Fellowship, 
the Women’s Section, 
Professionals and all that. 
We also organise many 
programmes that actually 
make people to know God and 
eventually become part of the 
church.

Baffour  In his book, Deeper 
Life, published in 1990, the 
British religious author, Alan 
Isaacson, writes that you 
once went to see the Anglican 
Archbishop of Nigeria, the 
Most Rev. Joseph Adetiloye 
who told you: “It is easy to 
start a church in Nigeria – all 
that you need is a Bible and 
a hand bell and the people 
will flock to you.” Do you 
remember the visit?
Kumuyi  I don’t remember. I think 
it was Isaacson himself who 
went to see the archbishop. That 
is what I can recollect. 

Baffour  Isaacson also quotes 
the Bishop of Aba, the Rt-Rev 
Dr Iwuagwu, who told him 
in 1988: “The psychology 
of the African makes them 
to put their full weight into 
whatever they do – they 
want emotional depth, they 
like to ‘dance religion’, to 
experience it and feel it. They 
also expect religion to solve 
every problem, even things 
they should be able to do for 
themselves.” Do you agree?
Kumuyi  Well, in talking about 
what people want and what 
they say, yes I agree. Take the 
average African, whether he is 
a Christian or not, the things 
he can do for himself, he 
pushes them on God. If he is in 
business, he ought to think, he 
ought to plan, he ought to set 
goals and know how to achieve 
them. He ought to know the 
resources he has already – the 

money, the brain, the might to 
think. He should then look at 
other people who have done 
that kind of business before 
and see where they succeeded 
and why, and where they failed 
and why. This will help him to 
follow their good examples and 
also avoid the pitfalls. But no. 
Instead of doing that, he pushes 
everything on God. If the 
business fails, that is his destiny. 
If it succeeds, he won’t examine 
what steps led to the success 
to enable him pass them on to 
other people, God did it! Yes, 
God did it, but He has given us 
alternatives. 

So what the Bishop of Aba 
was saying was that the average 
African would shift everything 
onto God, expect God to do 
everything for them. But it 
doesn’t normally happen that way.

Baffour  Still talking about the 
church, contrary to what we 
see today where anybody who 
can read the Bible thinks they 

are qualified to start a church, 
you resisted early pressure 
to establish your church, 
even after 45,000 people had 
attended your retreat in 1981. 
Why did you drag your feet?
Kumuyi  Because I needed a 
clear call from the Lord before 
doing what other people were 
urging us to do. You see, it is 
not just that you are able to do 
something. There were a lot of 
things we were capable of doing, 
but we needed to wait on the 
Lord to see what was fit for us 
to do. You get more satisfaction 
and fulfilment when you wait 
on the Lord. That was the 
reason why I had to get a very 
definite directive from Him as 
to what to do. And, of course, 
what we see today actually 
justify the waiting.

Baffour  Deeper Life is a Bible 
church. What do you mean by 
Bible church?

Kumuyi  A “church” by definition 
is an assembly of those who are 
really born again by the sacrificial 
atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross of Calvary. 
That is a church. So we don’t 
regard anybody as a “member” of 
the church who doesn’t have that 
experience of being born again. 
It is a “Bible church” because 
it is a group of people who are 
born again and who believe in 
the Bible in its totality. 

Yes, it is a “life” Bible 
church because we are not just 
teaching the Bible theoretically, 
we are applying it to our 
everyday, practical lives. It 
means that every teaching, 
whatever the doctrine, we 
have to centre it on the “life” 
we live. That is why we call 
it Deeper Life Bible Church. 
We want to go indepth so 
that the word “deeper” will 

be emphasised in our lives. 
Anybody seeing us would say: 
“Yes, there are Christians, but 
these people seem to have a 
deeper conviction of what they 
believe in and what they do.” 

Baffour  In those early days 
when you started the Bible 
Study Group, and even when 
you started the Church, did 
you know that you had the 
gift of healing and deliverance?
Kumuyi  No, I didn’t know. But 
long before we started the Bible 
Study Group, I believed that 
God could do anything. He 
created the whole universe out 
of nothing, and He says “I am 
God, I change not”. 

So from my scientific 
background when I put that 
together logically, He created 
the world out of nothing and 
He has not changed, and Jesus 
has not changed, He still has the 
same power to do what He used 
to do before. All that remains is 
for me to know God intimately 
enough to make him operate 
through my life so that I can do 
what He wants me to do. 

Jesus healed the sick, and 
people are still sick today, so I 
knew that God could still heal 
today. But for me to get into the 
healing ministry, I went into the 

“part of the teaching is 
motivational, to let our 
members know that they 
have potentials, that they  
can achieve, that they  
can depend on God. ”

Travelling to minister to the 
flock has become an essential 
part of Pastor and Sister 
Kumuyi’s work, with the Deeper 
Life church now present in 62 
countries worldwide
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look at the dietary laws, let’s  
say on sugar, cholesterol, eggs, 
etc, if these laws were not there 
and you preached it and said 
“this is the composition of the 
body, if you take too much 
sugar, this is what will happen, 
so limit your intake of sugar”, 
some people would say that 
is legalistic. But today a lot of 
these things are not legalistic 
simply because they are coming 
from the scientific community. 
If it comes from the church, it is 
legalistic.

Baffour  Talking about the 
Christian life, I find 
that timekeeping is so 
important to Deeper Life. 
Isaacson also writes that 
“falsifying accounts is 
even worse (the church 
teaches against going to 
work at 8am and writing 
that you got there at 
7.30am). To the church, 
that is lying, and a 
Christian shouldn’t lie”.
Kumuyi  Of course, that is 
what we have taught our 
members over the years. 
We want to be as faithful as 
the Lord instructs us to do 
it. We might be sparing in 
making promises, but once 
we make it, we want to 
stand by our word. If we say 
we meet at 5am, we meet at 5am, 
not 5.10am.

Baffour  Does the Church follow 
up on the people who receive 
healing and deliverance at 
your crusades and prayer 
meetings, to ensure that their 
ailments had not returned?
Kumuyi  Yes, we do serious follow-
up. Perhaps we do more than 
other churches. If you noticed, 
during the crusade in Accra, 
Ghana, people who had had 
healing and deliverance the 
previous year, came and gave 
testimonies about their healing. 
Their ailments and problems 
had not returned.

Baffour  Isaacson says, and I find 
it quite complimentary: “It 
seems it is in the caring that 
much of the life and strength 

of Deeper Life Church occurs 
– practical everyday caring for 
every member.” What does 
this caring entail?
Kumuyi  For example, we gather 
in small units or cell groups in 
the various localities. This is 
where the needs of individual 
members are known and 
attended to. Say, if someone 
needs a job or accommodation, 
or has just had a baby and does 
not have enough money to care 
for the baby, members of the cell 
groups rally round and provide 
care for one another. 

Baffour  Reading Isaacson’s book, 
perhaps the severest criticism 
he has for Deeper Life is when 
he writes: “The newer, more 
indigenous, independent 
churches offer freshness and 
a distinctively African style of 
worship. Deeper Life, so far, 
have not been able to offer 
their adherents these different 
qualities.” Do you agree?

Kumuyi  It depends on what he is 
referring to as “African qualities” 
or ingredients, and to what 
purpose are they there. What are 
we missing? I do get invitations 
from other churches to come 
and worship with them. Let’s 
say they start at 9am and finish 
at 2pm – five hours. They do 
dancing and drumming and 
many other things, including 
offerings, and devote just 30 
minutes to teaching. If the 

educational system in Africa 
were like that, where much 
of the time were spent on 
relaxation, music, emotional 
hype or whatever, would we be 
happy? Why do we think that 
because it is religion, we should 
have the liberty to waste people’s 
time? So I don’t really know 
what Isaacson means, and what 
flavour he thinks we should 
put into our church to make it 
peculiarly “African”.

Baffour  One thing that has 
troubled me over the past 
four weeks as I have followed 
you from London to Lome, 
Freetown and Lagos (and 
our trips to Abuja and Port 
Harcourt) is what happens 
to the Church after Pastor 
Kumuyi is gone, especially 
when your members hold 

you in such high esteem and 
everything appears to revolve 
around you. Can anybody fill 
your boots? Are you thinking 
about, or made arrangements 
for, succession?
Kumuyi  Normally when a pioneer 
begins something, everything 
virtually revolves around him. 
When you think that I started in 
1973 with 15 people, it means 
that I have basically influenced 
the lives of virtually all the 
members since we began, and I 
am still active, it’s not like I am 
tired and weak; they are doing 
it and I am doing it along with 

them, which is good for the 
Church because I am still 
imparting the experience, 
learning and teaching I have 
accrued over the years to  
the people.

Yes, there is no success 
without successors, people 
say without a successor but 
I prefer to say successors. At 
this stage, what I want to see 
is to implant myself in the 
lives of not just one person, 
but the lives of the cream of 
our leadership. The Lord will 
work out whoever eventually 
becomes my successor. If you 
were to attend our congress 
in January next year and 
listen to other people preach, 
you would be surprised to see 

the quality and calibre of leaders 
we have.

Baffour  But there will be just 
one General Superintendent 
after you are gone.
Kumuyi  Yes there will be only one, 
but the point is that in Deeper 
Life we do have a united voice. 
If I were to say that so and so 
is the General Superintendent 
after I leave, the way Deeper 
Life is I think it will stand.  
And even if I were not there, 
things would still go on. That’s 
the way the Lord has built us, 
and a successor will eventually 
come out naturally. Yes, there 
might be a few dissenting voices 
who say “why him, why not 
me?”, that is human nature, but 
those people would not carry 
weight considering the way 
Deeper Life is. <

“it is a ‘life’ Bible church 
because we are not 
just teaching the Bible 
theoretically, we are 
applying it to our everyday, 
practical lives... every 
teaching, whatever the 
doctrine, we have to centre 
it on the ‘life’ we live.” 

don’t think about the contents 
of what you are receiving, and 
you can easily be deceived, you 
can even be led into hypnotism 
if you are not careful. Once 
emotion is too heavy, the people 
don’t reason or think about 
what they do. But, as you have 
seen in our church, the way we 
preach, you can reason through 
everything and it is not easy to 
deceive people because of that 
logical sequence of what we are 
doing.

Baffour  Isaacson again writes 
that when he attended Deeper 
Life services in 1988, he found 
“the music was fairly Western 
in style … the music was good 
but not very African”, he says. 
Over the past four weeks, I 
have observed the same thing. 
What is the rationale behind 
it? Why don’t we see real 
African gospel music during 
your services?
Kumuyi  Well, we have different 
types of music. At our Sunday 
Worship Service, we have a 
style of music which you and 
Isaacson would term “Western”. 
At our crusades and other 
meetings, we have another style 
which, again you and Isaacson 
would call “African”. Even at the 
Monday Bible Study, there is 
clapping of hands and African-
type music. So it depends on the 
type of service. 

Baffour  Isaacson also says 
that in the early days of the 
church, you were “anxious 
to see uniformity of teaching 
throughout Deeper Life”. How 
far has this succeeded? 
Kumuyi  By and large, I would 
think yes, we have succeeded 
in achieving uniformity of 
teaching across the church. Our 
Monday Bible Study also unites 
us and solidifies the teaching. 
The Monday Bible study is very 
important to the work we are 
doing, because it is transmitted 
live all over the world, by 
satellite and internet.

Baffour  I have been told by the 
Ghana national overseer that 
in the early days you sold your 

car to support the church in 
Ghana to stand on its feet.
Kumuyi  (Laughs) I didn’t think 
he would remember that. It is 
a long time ago. The Ghana 
church has since grown big 
to become our second largest 
congregation in the world, after 
Nigeria. And because of the 
sacrifices I made in those early 
days, our pastors and other 
workers also followed suit and 
made sacrifices for the work 
to grow. You know, sometimes 
when a leader does something, 
and even without compelling 
others to follow suit, they just 
do it. That is what happened to 
Deeper Life. Our pastors and 
members lived sacrificial lives 
and gave generously. 

That is why in our church 
we don’t browbeat people to 
pay money. “Do this, do that.” 
No, we are not into that. On 
Sundays, for example, we take 
just one offering, and within 10 
minutes that large crowd had 
finished giving their offering. 
They give whatever they can. 
We don’t force them by harping 
on about paying more money. 
And yet we are doing all these 
projects you’ve seen on your 
rounds, because the people 
themselves make sacrifices 
willingly. 

 
Baffour  Let’s talk about the 
Women’s Ministry. I know you 
are blessed with a wife who is 
so prominent in the Women’s 
Ministry and helping the 
church grow. But while some 
churches have women pastors, 
even prophetesses, Deeper Life 
has none. Why?
Kumuyi  Well, our understanding 
is that it is not the name or 
the title that matters but the 
ministry and the work they 
are doing. If you look at the 
population of any country, 
especially here in Africa, 
sometimes you could have 50% 
male, 50% female, sometimes 
the women could be a little 
bit more. So there are certain 
needs of women that men 
cannot minister to directly. 
Therefore, in the church we 
have established the Women’s 

Ministry and they evangelise, 
they have programmes, they 
preach, they have their own 
magazine, they do quite a lot. 
And yet, when it comes to 
general meetings where men 
and women are present, the 
men lead the meetings. But, 
generally, the women do quite a 
lot – in the universities, in the 
communities, etc. So their hands 
are really full.

Baffour  So why can’t we call 
your wife and the other 
women leaders pastors like we 
call the men?
Kumuyi  Because we reserve the 
title pastor for people who are 
in charge of the whole local 
church, whereas a woman would 
be in charge of only the women’s 
section within that church, 
which is not the whole church. 

Baffour  Isaacson wrote in 1988: 
“The church is one which 
preaches the power of prayer, 
they could not be accused 
of preaching a ‘success’ or 
‘prosperity gospel’ like so 
many groups which take 
scripture to mean God will 
give material prosperity to 
his most faithful followers.” 
And I am saying, why not? 
Why won’t God give material 
prosperity to his most faithful 
followers?
Kumuyi  We believe actually in 
prosperity, we believe in success, 
we believe in everyone – by the 
grace of God – reaching their 
highest potential. We preach it 
and live it, and the Lord has really 
blessed us. The only thing is that 
we balance it. We say money 
is not the whole thing about 
success. The way other people 
define prosperity and success is 
different from the way we see it. 

I take success as the 
achievement of God’s goal and 
plan for each of His children 
in life. And that will not be 
measured by how much money 
you have. Yes, money is involved 
but money is not the whole 
thing. If somebody has money 
but doesn’t have a fulfilled life 
or hasn’t achieved the divinely-
set goals or a happy family and 

a healthy lifestyle, that’s not 
success. Success is a composite 
kind of thing.

The same goes for prosperity. 
The needs of an ordinary person 
will be different from the needs 
of a government official. The 
ordinary person may be able to 
meet all his needs and even have 
a surplus to help his neighbours. 
The government official, with a 
much better financial strength, 
may likewise be able to meet his 
needs and help his neighbours. 
To me, though their financial 
strengths may be different, 
they are both prosperous. So 
prosperity is relative. 

As a church, we don’t put too 
much emphasis on prosperity 
because we know there is a 
thin line between prosperity 
and covetousness. We don’t 
want people to be aiming at 
prosperity for its own sake – “I 
must grab this, get this, get that” 
– which will be all that they live 
for. But the Bible says “seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and its 
righteousness and all things shall 
be added unto you”.

Baffour  Isaacson again writes 
that “the decision of Pastor 
Kumuyi and his followers 
to be thoroughly Christian 
and uncompromised with the 
world may, on reflection, have 
led them into a legalism which 
is excessive”. What do you say?
Kumuyi  Well, again, because 
he is writing from his own 
perspective, when you say 
“legalism” it depends on what a 
person would call legalism. For 
example, in those earlier years, 
when we taught that if you were 
a Christian you wouldn’t smoke 
and drink, people accused us of 
being legalistic. It was years later 
that governments in the world 
decreed that health warnings 
be written on every packet of 
cigarette – “smoking kills”. We 
had been saying it long before it 
dawned on these governments. 
At the time people said we were 
legalistic. But some of the things 
that were labelled, and are still 
labelled, as legalistic, we don’t 
label them so. It’s a matter of 
language. For example, if you 

Pastor Kumuyi speaks at a 
conference in Singapore. 
Everywhere he goes, he takes 
the opportunity to spread the 
word of God
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for anybody in the 
crowd who needed it. 
There was a good 100 
or so yards between the 
podium and the crowd, 
so there was no physical 
contact between the 
pastor and the people. 
Being Nigerian, he did 
not even speak their 
language – Ewe. In fact, 
a good 98% of the crowd 
were not even members 
of his church. Some had 
travelled long distances 
from the north of the 
country to Lome in the 
south, when they heard 
about the crusade on the 
radio and TV.

So Pastor Kumuyi 
prayed, imploring God 
to manifest Himself 
tonight, to heal those 
who needed healing and 
bring deliverance to those 
who needed deliverance, 
“in Jesus name”. He has a 
special way of saying “in 
Jeeesus naaame!”

A few minutes after 
the last Amen had 
been said, there was 
commotion in the crowd, 
and another, and another, 
and another. Several 
pockets of them. There 
was clapping and shouts 
of “Praise the Lord, 
Praise the Lord”,  and 
general rejoicing.

An oldish woman who 
had been paralysed since 
she was a little girl started 
walking. There was more 
clapping and shouts 
of “Praise the Lord” 
in the crowd. Another 
paralysed woman who 
could not speak or walk, 
started walking and 
talking. A blind man 
could now suddenly see. 
Another blind person, 
this time a boy, who 
had been brought to the 
crusade by a tenant in 
their house, could also 
see. Another boy, born 
deaf and dumb, started 
talking and could hear 
the sounds around him. 

A 35-year-old deaf man 
could also hear. 

It was truly incredible, 
all of it happening right 
in front of my eyes. The 
ushers arranged chairs by 
the side of the podium 
and asked the “healed 
and the delivered” to 
come forward and, in 
their own words, tell 
what has happened to 
them. And they came. 
Some walking groggily.

The same scenes 
were repeated in 
Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, three days 
later. It was a three-
day crusade, and every 
night Pastor Kumuyi 
prayed the same, short 
prayer and the blind 
got their sight back, 
the lame and paralysed 
stood up and walked, 
different ailments were 
healed, and even a mad 
man, in his late 20s, very 
popular in the streets of 
Freetown, was healed 
instantaneously.

He came forward to 
testify, still dressed in his 
mad man’s clothes and 
wearing on the left foot 
a Wellington boot and 
on the right a proper 
shoe. He could now talk 
coherently and narrate 
what had happened to 
him before he became 
mad. He was not too 
pleased when other 
people shouted at him, 
saying he was taking 
too much time on the 
podium. “Let me say 
what has happened to 
me. You don’t know what 
I have gone through,” he 
protested.

Some Doubting 
Thomases might ask: 
“But how do you know 
if all this was pre-
arranged?” Well, wait for 
the next one then.

Sarian Deen Turay, 
mother-in-law of the 
owner of the hotel where 
we stayed in Freetown 

(Pastor Kumuyi stayed in 
a bungalow in the hotel 
grounds while we were in 
the main hotel building), 
had been paralysed 
for two years. Every 
morning, her relatives 
would wheel her to the 

front door for her to get 
some fresh air and sun. 

We arrived at the 
hotel in the evening. 
The next morning, the 
woman was wheeled to 
the front door as usual. 
But this morning was not 
like the other mornings, 
something incredible 
happened to her. We, 
including Pastor Kumuyi, 
didn’t know it until the 
second morning when 
the hotel owner, with 
the broadest of smiles 
as you can get in a rain-
drenched Freetown, came 
to announce a wonderful 
miracle.

The previous morning, 
as her paralysed mother-
in-law was sitting outside 
her front door enjoying 
whatever fresh air and 
sun she could get, she 
saw Pastor Kumuyi walk 
past. As his shadow 
crossed the woman’s line 
of vision, some energy 
suddenly surged through 
the woman’s paralysed 
body. Suddenly she 
could stand up, for the 

first time in two years. 
And jump! When her 
astonished carers came 
from the house and saw 
her capering and shouting 
with joy, they asked: 
“What are you doing, 
Ma?” 

She told them about 
her miraculous healing. 
She came to the crusade 
the following night to 
tell over 10,000 people 
assembled at the National 
Stadium what God had 
done for her. I caught her 
on film.

There was another 
– an elderly Lebanese 
man, Samuel Njawa, who 
had been born in Sierra 
Leone’s diamond-mining 
town of Kono but had 
been paralysed for the 
past six years by a stroke. 
He couldn’t walk or talk. 
Western medicine had 
not been of much help 
as he had seen several 
doctors to no avail. He 
heard about the crusade 
on the radio and asked 
his relatives to bring him 
to Freetown. He came on 
the third and final day of 
the crusade and sat in the 
crowd.

As usual, Pastor 
Kumuyi preached a 
powerful message, at 
the end of which he 
prayed for healing and 

deliverance for those who 
needed it. The crowd 
this night was larger 
than the first two days, 
because the previous 
days’ miracles had spread 
all over the city. 

After the last Amen 
had been said, Njawa 
said he suddenly felt 
power rush through 
his body, and he could 
walk and talk. He was 
so overjoyed that he 
came to the podium 
and took the hand of 
Pastor Kumuyi and laid 
it on his (Lebanese) 
head. That was the first 
and only “laying-on 
of hands” I saw in the 
whole four weeks that 
I followed the pastor 
around West Africa.

Njawa even turned 
a preacher that night: 
“Jesus said, go and sin 

no more,” he told the 
crowd. “I am going to 
sin no more,” he yelled 
into the microphone, and 
then turned to Pastor 
Kumuyi: “Thank you,” 
he said. “You are a good 
pastor.”  

Since these miracles, 
Deeper Life has held 
two more crusades 
in Cotonou, Benin 
Republic, and 
Ouagadougou in Burkina 
Faso, with more miracles 
and wonders following 
Pastor Kumuyi. The 
crowd at the Burkina 
crusade was so big that 
they had not seen its 
like since the American 
evangelist, Rev Bonke, 
came by more than two 
decades ago. 

This is a miracle-
working church, without 
the theatrics associated 
with the other churches. 
“There are no theatrics 
in our church,” Pastor 
Kumuyi told me, “because 
I don’t like anything that 
is turned into a show or 
drama … I don’t want 
anything fake.” <

 Don’t worry if 
you are one of 
those Doubting 

Thomases who will 
only believe when 
they see it with their 
own very eyes. I was 
like you – until late 
July 2006. In a world 
where people launch 
spacecrafts from Cape 
Canaveral on America’s 
east coast to distant 
planets and moons, 
and command them 
from stations in 
Pasadena to do their 
bidding , there are 
enough incentives 
around these days 
not to believe in 
miracles or divine 
intervention. They 
are cloning animals 
and doing facial 
transplants, and you are 
talking about miracles 
and divine intervention? 
This is a “we-can-do-
anything-by-ourselves-
world”, man.

I had the same attitude 
before I met Pastor 
Kumuyi in mid-July 
this year and embarked 
on my recent reporting 
trip to West Africa to 
see what his church was 
made up of. Having been 
a staunch “born-again” 
Christian myself for 
10 of my growing-up 
years, and having ceased 
to have anything to do 
with church for the past 
20 years, I had enough 
inside information on 
both sides – the believing 
and unbelieving worlds 
– to make an informed 
judgement. 

Therefore, I urge 
everybody reading what 
I am about to write 

here, to spare me long 
accusations of wool 
having been pulled over 
my eyes. My old eyes 
have seen enough in the 
last 20 years for no one, 
including Pastor Kumuyi, 
to succeed in pulling 
wool over them. I write 
here as a witness of truth, 
about things I saw with 
my very own eyes on 
the trip to West Africa 
– Ghana, Togo, Sierra 
Leone and Nigeria.

My journey started in 
Deeper Life’s impressive 
church in East Dulwich, 
London, where Pastor 
Kumuyi had flown from 
Lagos to minister to his 
flock. The East Dulwich 
church was formerly 

owned by the Church 
of England. A huge 
place, it was sold by the 
church when it lost many 
members. Some night 
club and pub operators 
competed keenly with 
Deeper Life for the 
purchase. In the end, 
Deeper Life won because 
they had a better cause to 
use the building for.

There, I first came into 
contact with (or to be 
precise, was told about) 
miracles and divine 
intervention. Three 
Deeper Life members 
who had had healing 
and deliverance through 
Pastor Kumuyi’s prayers, 
narrated their experiences 
to me after the Sunday 
worship service. I put 
them on tape. They were 
inspiring testimonies 
(“good tales”, some might 
say in the secular world), 

incredible tales, music 
to the ear, but tales 
nonetheless.

One brother, Joseph 
Ashidi (in Deeper Life 
everybody is a brother 
or sister) narrated 
how his pregnant 
wife had developed 
complications for 
which two London 
hospitals had 
planned to operate. 
First, they said the 
foetus was lying in 
too much water in 
the womb (medical 
term, polyhydraulic), a 
potentially dangerous 
situation putting the 
foetus at risk. Through 
the prayers of Pastor 
Kumuyi, Ashidi said, 
the problem vanished.

Then another London 
hospital discovered 

that the baby was now 
lying on the birth 
canal or tube, making 
it impossible for the 
mother to have a natural 
birth. The only way out 
was a Caesarean section. 
But the mother didn’t 
want an operation. 

So they prayed and 
Pastor Kumuyi prayed 
with them. They, 
however, kept the 
hospital appointment 
for the operation – in 
June this year. The wife 
was duly prepared 
and wheeled into the 
theatre. As they waited 
for the doctors to begin 
the operation, Brother 
Ashidi said he told his 
apprehensive wife: “I 
can see the baby turn 
in your stomach”. The 
wife, whose faith was 
now flagging, retorted: 
“Excuse me, don’t pull 

my legs.” But Brother 
Ashidi was insistent: “I 
saw the baby turn just 
now.”

Lo and behold, 
the doctors came and 
examined the woman 
on the operating table. 
Lo and behold, the baby 
had indeed turned head 
down, and the birth tube 
was free!

The doctors, midwives 
and nurses were 
incredulous! “How did 
it happen?”, they asked 
Brother Ashidi. “We have 
a doctor called Jesus,” he 
said he told them. His 
wife had a natural birth, 
their fourth child.

I put Brother Ashidi 
on tape, but part of me 
was saying: “Did it really 
happen?” as I listened 
to him narrate the story, 
his eyes sparkling and 
his face radiant with a 
perpetual smile.

It was a good start to a 
fact-finding tour. My first 
stop in West Africa was 
Lome, Togo, on the last 
day of a three-day Deeper 
Life crusade. The crowd 
was impressive, over 
10,000 or so, braving an 
earlier downpour of rain 
to fill a local stadium 
to the brim. A gospel 
band had provided some 
good music for legs to 
shake and bodies to 
move. Pastor Kumuyi 
had preached a powerful 
message, at the end of 
which he said: “Tonight, 
the Lord will do great 
things for people who 
believe in Him.” 

He stood at the 
podium, and prayed – a 
simple, normal prayer for 
healing and deliverance 

Miracles and wonders shall follow you … 
For the first time in his life, Baffour ankomah saw the lame and paralysed rise and walk, the blind have their sights 
restored, and many more miracles as he followed the trail of the Deeper Life Bible Church in West Africa.

Sarian Deen Turay, 
mother-in-law of the 
hotel owner in Freetown 
who was healed when 
Pastor Kumuyi merely 
walked past her. 
Opposite page: Samuel 
Njawa, a paralysed 
Lebanese man, walks to 
the podium after he was 
healed
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agriculture, schools, well-
equipped maternity homes 
in rural areas, provision of 
Christian medical personnel in 
needy areas, etc.
2.7 The Deeper Christian 
Life Ministry shall achieve its 
aims and objects through the 
following bodies:

2.7a Deeper Life Bible Church 
(DLBC) – shall hold Sunday 
worship services, home caring 
fellowships, miracle and revival 
meetings, conventions and any 
other meetings where members 
are taught the word of God 
and led into deeper and richer 
experiences with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, teaching and getting 
them to be acquainted with the 
gracious means of holy, healthy, 
happy, prosperous, balanced and 
fruitful Christian living thus 
preparing them for heaven, and 
visitors encouraged to seek the 
Christian experiences provided 
in the word of God, that is 
justification, sanctification and 
baptism in the Holy Ghost. 

2.7b Deeper Life Campus 
Fellowship (DLCF) – shall hold 
Bible studies, prayer meetings, 
rallies, seminars, conferences, 
retreats, symposia, conventions 
and any other meetings, with 
the view to:
2.7b(i) lead students and 
other members of the campus 
community to a personal 
encounter with the Saviour, 
Lord Jesus Christ, through 
repentance and faith in the 
vicarious sacrifice he procured 
on the cross of Calvary with his 
blood.
2.7b(ii) lead Christian believers 
on the campus into deeper 
knowledge and Christian 
experiences with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.
2.7b(iii) acquaint students with 
the gracious means of living 
holy, healthy, happy, balanced 
and fruitful Christian lives in 
their environment.
2.7b(iv) get students involved 
in practically fulfilling the Great 
Commission of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ (Matthew 
28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 
24:46-47; John 17:18).

2.7b(v)  acquaint students 
with the basic Bible 
principles of success to 
help them make a habit of 
succeeding in their academic 
work, life career and 
endeavours.
2.7b(vi)  train students 
to become God approved 
Christian leaders (2 
Timothy 2:15) in the 
“ecclesia” (the church 
universal).

2.7c Deeper Life Students 
Outreach (DLSO) – shall 
through Bible studies, Bible 
correspondence courses, 
literature, tracts, retreats, 
camp meetings, conventions, 
films, drama, symposia, Bible 
quiz, free vacation schools, 
etc, reach out to students in 
secondary schools and teacher 
training colleges, with a special 
outreach to teachers in these 
institutions, with a view to:
2.7c(i) leading them to a 
personal encounter with the 
Saviour, Lord Jesus Christ, 
through repentance and faith 
in the vicarious sacrifice he 
procured on the cross of Calvary 
with his blood.
2.7c(ii) leading Christian 
students in the school into 
deeper knowledge and Christian 
experiences with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.
2.7c(iii) acquaint students with 
the gracious means of living 
holy, healthy, happy, balanced 
and fruitful Christian lives in 
their environment.
2.7c(iv) getting them involved 
in practically fulfilling the Great 
Commission of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.
2.7c(v) acquaint students with 
the basic Bible principles of 
success to help them make a 
habit of succeeding in their 
academic work, life career and 
endeavours.
2.7c(vi) train students to 
become God-approved Christian 
leaders in the “ecclesia” (the 
church universal).

2.7d Deeper Life Children’s 
Outreach (DLCO) – shall 
through Bible studies, literature, 
films, drama, youth camps, 

rallies, picnics, Bible quiz, etc, 
reach out to pupils in primary 
schools with a view to: 
2.7d(i)  leading them into 
personal encounter with the 
Lord Jesus Christ through 
repentance and faith in the 
vicarious sacrifice he procured 
on the cross of Calvary with his 
blood.
2.7d(ii)  training them to 
become useful members of the 
family, inculcating in them the 
virtues of good citizenship and 
developing their intellectual 
ability.

2.7e  Deeper Life World 
Missions (DLWM) – shall 
reach out to all nations of the 
world by:
2.7e(i) sending out evangelists, 
missionaries and other workers.
2.7e(ii) holding crusades, 
seminars, conferences, retreats, 
conventions and any other 
meetings.
2.7e(iii) distributing gospel 
literature in tracts, books, 
booklets, magazines, study 
guides, tapes and any other 
materials.
2.7e(iv) proclaiming the 
gospel through radio, television 
and any other means of 
communication.

2.7f  International Bible 
Training Centre/College 

(IBTC) – shall:
2.7f(i) train ministers 
from all over the world 
to professional and 
degree level and offer 
Bible correspondence 
courses, hold seminars, 
conferences, refresher 
courses for pastors, lay 
ministers and other church 
workers.
2.7f(ii) develop soul 
winners, church planters, 
character builders, full-time 
ministers, fruit-bearing 
preachers of the full gospel 
and dynamic witnesses 
of the abundant life Jesus 
came to offer.

2.7g Deeper Life Church 
Aid Ministries  (DLCAM) 
– shall endeavour to assist other 
churches, ministries and para-
church groups in the preaching 
of the undiluted word of God 
in its entirety without fear 
or favour to all creatures in 
Nigeria, Africa and the whole 
world, through proper planning, 
hard work, sacrifice and service 
with humility and through co-
operation with other labourers 
in the gospel. It shall therefore 
be concerned with reaching 
out to other churches and 
their leaders to foster mutual 
love, unity and fellowship. 
Its main objective is the total 
evangelisation of Nigeria, Africa, 
the developing world and the 
entire world. To achieve this, 
DLCAM shall organise:
2.7g(i) national ministers’ 
conferences for general 
overseers/superintendents, 
pastors, evangelists, ministers’ 
wives and key church workers.
2.7g(ii) national workers retreats 
for ministers and workers 
of co-operating churches 
seriously committed to the total 
evangelisation of the world.
2.7g(iii) international church 
growth conferences, workshops 
and seminars for ministers of 
the churches in Nigeria, the 
developing world and the whole 
world. <

Adopted 1987
Registered and certificate of 
incorporation issued on: 05/11/88

1. Preamble
1.1 The name of the 
organisation is The Deeper 
Christian Life Ministry and shall 
be commonly known or called 
Deeper Christian Life Ministry 
or Deeper Life Ministry or 
DCLM.
1.2 This constitution being 
Bible-based shall have binding 
force and application on all 
the members and bodies of 
Deeper Christian Life Ministry 
for whom it is hereby made, 
enacted and given to.
1.3 The national and 
international headquarters shall 
be at 2-4 Ayodele Okeowo 
Street, Gbagada, Lagos, Nigeria.
1.4 All activities of The 
Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry worldwide shall be 
controlled and directed from 
the international headquarters 
which shall be adequately staffed 
and equipped to fulfil this role.
1.5 The General Superintendent 
shall be the final arbiter on 
Biblical interpretations and on 
issues involving the declaration 
of beliefs and tenets of faith of 
the ministry.

2. Aims and objects
2.1 The Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry shall preach the gospel 
in all parts of the country and 
in all nations of the world 
holding strictly to the Bible as 
her unerring guide in matters of 
church organisation as well as 
in all matters that pertain to the 
gospel.
2.2 The Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry shall open branches, 
inaugurate classes for adult 
literacy, schools, Bible schools/
colleges, Bible correspondence 
courses, vocational Bible schools, 
teach religious knowledge 
in schools, institutions, and 
wherever there is an open door 
to educate literate and illiterate 
students in the word of God.  
2.3 The Deeper Christian Life 

Ministry shall hold worship 
services, Bible studies, retreats, 
crusades, seminars, conferences, 
and any other meetings where 
participants, irrespective of 
church affiliation are taught 
the word of God and led into 
deeper and richer experiences 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
teaching and getting them to 
be acquainted with the gracious 
means of holy, healthy, happy, 
prosperous, balanced and 
fruitful Christian living thus 
preparing them for heaven, 
and encouraged to seek the 
Christian experiences provided 
in the word of God, that is, 
justification, sanctification and 
baptism in the Holy Ghost.
2.4 The Deeper Christian 
Life Ministry shall send out 
evangelists, missionaries and 
workers to the evangelistic fields 
and to hold open air services 
to spread this glorious gospel  
from house to house, on the 
streets, parks, institutions, 
hospitals, forces and para-
military barracks, prison yards, 
harbours, and wherever there are 
crowds and mobilise believers 
and get them actively involved 
in practically fulfilling the Great 
Commission.
2.5  The Deeper Christian 
Life Ministry shall proclaim 
the gospel through radio, 
television, films, video and any 
other means of communication 
and print, publish, distribute 
gospel literature in tracts, 
books, booklets, magazines, 
study guides, produce tapes 
and other materials necessary to 
the pursuance of its aims and 
objects.
2.6 The Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry shall:
2.6a establish Christian charity 
projects for the rehabilitation of 
refugees, the poor, the aged, the 
handicap, etc.
2.6b be involved in nation 
building projects such as 

Deeper Life
The Constitution

Miracles and wonders in pictures

The lame stood up and walked, 
and the blind got their sight 
back at the two crusades in 
Lomé, Togo, and Freetown, 
Sierra Leone. Healing and 
deliverance are regular 
occurrences at Deeper Life 
crusades all over Africa

The power of prayer: At the 
crusade in Freetown, the crowd 
responded enthusiastically  
when Pastor Kumuyi urged  
them to pray
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people regularly 
attend the “combined 
service”. “From the 
way things are going, 
we will have to build 
an even bigger church 
in future,” said the 
Abuja pastor.

By far, the most 
impressive completed 
project is in Port 
Harcourt, the Rivers 
State capital. The 
Deeper Life complex 
there has a main  
adult auditorium 
seating 15,000 people, 
a youth auditorium 
seating 5,000 people, 
and a children’s 
church seating another  
5,000, bringing the 
total capacity of that 
church to a cool 
35,000 people. “You 
must be here to see 
them for yourself,” 
said the Port Harcourt 
pastor. “Every space 
is filled with people. 
It shows how God 
is important to their 
lives.”

Apart from the 
church buildings inside 
the complex, there is  
also an International 
Bible Training Centre,  
a kitchen and restaurant, 
offices, staff quarters, 
a bookshop, a mission 
house, a brand-new 
youth hostel for boys, 
modern sanitary  
facilities, a mini bank, 
a washing bay for cars, 
a print-shop where the 
church publication, 
Christian Women’s Mirror, 
is printed, registration 
booths for special 
meetings, an elaborate 
security post, baptistery 
and a water plant.  
Future plans include 
a girls’ hostel, choir 
auditorium and chalets 
for VIPs.

Outside Nigeria, 
construction work 
is moving apace 
everywhere else. In 
Ghana, for example, 

a magnificent $2m 
national headquarters 
church at Anyaa, Accra, 
is about 90% finished. 
With a capacity of 
15,000 people, it will 
be the largest church 
auditorium in Ghana 
when completed. 

The quality of work 
so far done is quite 
impressive. Extra land 
and property has been 
purchased around the 
area to be used for 
other projects, such as 
an International Bible 
Training Centre (IBTC), 
youth hostels, restaurants, 
a bakery, etc.

Construction work 
is also continuing in 
Kumasi, Ghana’s second 
largest city which 
incidentally is the first 
place where the church 
started in Ghana in 
1979. Kumasi had an 
ambitious regional 

headquarters church 
project, a massive 
cathedral which was 
finally scaled down to 
an 8,000-capacity main 
auditorium on account 
of cost. 

The site at Santasi 
in the western suburbs 
of Kumasi still has 
huge space for future 
projects. Plans are afoot 
to refurbish the façade 
of the main building, 
but they have been 
delayed by construction 
work now underway at 
the church’s sprawling 
campsite in the nearby 
suburb of Brofoyedu 
which comes complete 
with a 149-acre citrus 
farm.

The campsite already 
has a 30,000-capacity 
temporary auditorium, a 
community clinic open 
to the general public, a 
water purification plant 

(Zoe Filtered Water) 
which sells “pure water” 
to the public in sachets, 
and a Junior Secondary 
School. A new Senior 
Secondary School is 
being built, and an  
extra 15 acres of land has 
been set aside for more 
schools and a university. 
A new mission house on 
the site is about to be 
completed.

The Women’s 
Fellowship in Kumasi 
runs its own crèche for 
120 children, and has 
its own shops and a 
restaurant. In all, over 
250 private schools 
(some of the best in 
the country) are owned 
and run by Deeper Life 
members in Ghana, 
leading them to form 
the first Deeper Life 
Educational Network to 
standardise the quality 
of teaching and moral 
guidance in the schools. 

The Ghana churches also 
generate extra income 
through farm projects, 
and almost all the town 
and village churches run 
their own farms.

Similar construction 
work is going on all 
over Zambia where the 
church, introduced to 
the country in 1985, 
has now reached 49 
of the 73 districts in 
the nine provinces of 
the country. A 2,500-
capacity national 
headquarters church is 
under construction in 
Lusaka, the capital, and 
a further 10.8 hectares 
of prime land has 
been acquired to build 
a conference centre 
and an International 
Bible Training Centre 
(IBTC). The church 
also runs a school (a 
nursery to primary 
project) open to the 
general public.

Elsewhere, 
in Gambia, a 

predominantly Muslim 
country, the church, 
founded there in 1984, 
has become one of the 
fastest growing Bible-
believing churches in 
the country. Thus, new 
church buildings and 
retreat grounds are being 
built, and extension work 
is being done to existing 
ones. 

The church also 
runs a famous school 
of 1,244 children in 
Banjul, the capital, and 
a health centre at Old 
Yundum, Serrekunda, 
near Banjul. The school, 
run in two locations, 
is being expanded and 
construction work is 
underway.

When all the projects 
in the various countries 
are completed, Deeper 
Life will be firmly 
implanted in the 
consciousness of the 
people. <

Left: Construction 
workers at Deeper Life’s 
new US$23m worldwide 
headquarters church in 
Gbagada, Lagos. Below: 
The Ghana national 
headquarters church in 
Anyaa, Accra, is 90% 
finished. Costing $2m to 
build, it will have a capacity 
of 15,000 people. Opposite 
page: Deeper Life’s Youth 
Church in Port Harcourt

“everywhere you turn, Deeper life is 
constructing new permanent church 
houses, some so massive that only 
humility prevents the church from 
calling them cathedrals.”

 Anybody who 
has, or has 
had, children 

between the ages of  
10 and 13 will 
sympathise with the 
Deeper Life Bible 
Church. The 10-13-
year bracket is the time 
a child’s growth spurt 
goes into overdrive, 
and thus when you 
buy them a pair 
of shoes, their feet 
outgrow them in a 
matter of weeks. 

As a parent who 
was caught up in this 
situation myself, when 
I watched in horror as 
the feet of my “10-13-
year bracket” son shot 
from size six to size 12 in 
a matter of two years, I 
decided it was not worth 
a dime’s while to buy 
him any more expensive 
shoes. Anything that will  
cover his growing feet 
for one school term and 
won’t cost a dime was 
fine. It can be thrown 
away and will not affect 
the family budget too 
much. 

For the past two 
decades, Deeper Life has 
found itself in the same 
situation. The growth 
spurt of the church went 
into overdrive and there 
was no way the church 
could keep up with the 
provision of permanent 
space for the ever-
growing membership. 
Temporary buildings 
(“pillars” in Deeper Life 
speak) became the ideal 
solution. The “pillars” 
have now served their 
purpose, and the growth 
spurt having been put 
under some control, the 

church can now look to 
building more permanent 
dwellings befitting its 
image and its huge 
membership.

As a result, everywhere 
you turn, in Nigeria, and 
all over West Africa and 
Africa as a whole, Deeper 
Life is constructing 
new permanent church 
houses, some of them 
so massive that only 
humility prevents the 
church from calling them 
cathedrals.

The most impressive 
one under construction 
is the ultra-modern 
worldwide headquarters 
church at Gbagada, 
Lagos. Due for 
completion in late  
2008, it will seat more 
than 30,000 worshippers 
at a go. It is a mini-
stadium and is costing 
the church three billion 
naira (or US$23m)  
to build, every kobo  
of it coming from 
the pockets of church 

members in Nigeria with 
generous contributions 
from Deeper Life 
churches abroad.

An Italian firm, 
Cappa & D’Alberto 
won the contract for 
the construction. The 
building will cover 6,200 
square metres, with an 
additional 16,244 square 
metres for landscaping, 
walks and car parks. An 
additional underground 
car park will take 160 
cars. It will be a sight 
to behold when it is 
completed.

The work at Gbagada 
has halted progress at  
the Deeper Life 
Conference Centre, 
a 240-hectare project 
off the Lagos-Ibadan 
Expressway at Olowotedo 
Village, Kilometre 42,  
in Ogun State. To be 
used for camping,  
retreats and special 
programmes, this project 
is so big that it is almost 
like a new township 

being carved out of the 
bush. 

Most of the structures 
there are temporary ones, 
but a few permanent 
ones, such as male 
hostels, chalets, and an 
elaborate water supply 
system have been 
completed. It has its own 
electricity supply scheme 
and a petrol station 
(yet to be completed). 
Individual states in 
Nigeria have been given 
their own plots at the 
site to erect permanent 
buildings for their own 
use. A nine-hall, 65,000-
capacity temporary 
auditorium now in 
use will give way to a 
130,000-capacity main 
auditorium when the 
project is finished.

Similarly, because of 
the Gbagada project, 
work at the International 
Bible Training Centre 
(IBTC), Ayobo, Lagos, 
has been slowed down. 

A village complex, 
with its own chalets, 
conference centre, 
offices, classroom 
blocks, a new 
10,000-capacity 
student hostel, a 
massive kitchen 
complex, supermarket, 
children’s church, 
power-generating 
plant, and a factory 
producing mattresses, 
iron beds, pillows 
and paint for church 
use, the IBTC now 
serves as the stand-in 
headquarters church 
in Lagos, pending 
the completion of the 
Gbagada church. 

Elsewhere in Nigeria, 
major construction 

work is going on in 
almost all the 36 states 
of the Federation. In 
Ebongi State, a N55m 
state-headquarters  
church is under 
construction. It will  
seat 15,000 people  
when completed.  
Each region in the  
state is also constructing 
a new church building.  
In Benue State, the story 
is the same. A 20,000-
capacity headquarters 
church is underway. 

In Abuja, the national 
capital, a N200m, 
10,000-capacity state-
headquarters church  
is almost completed,  
only for the church 
to find to its chagrin 
that in the five years 
that the building was 
under construction, 
the membership had 
outstripped the capacity 
of the building. Today, 
instead of the planned 
10,000 capacity, 11,000 

A church in transition
Deeper Life is a church in transition – in the sense that it is currently replacing all its temporary buildings 
for cathedral-type edifices. Baffour ankomah went around West Africa to see the work in progress.
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technology to support 
the spread of the gospel 
message. The church, of 
over one million people, 
is blessed with a wide 
range of expertise in the 
membership.

Specifically, the 
Technology Committee 
was asked to explore 
the use of satellite 
transmission of church 
services and core 
messages to locations 
outside Nigeria. In 
June 2003, despite 
teething problems, the 
Committee launched 
the first live broadcast. 
The national workers 
retreat was relayed from 
the International Bible 
Training Centre (IBTC) 
at Ayobo via satellite to 
eight locations in Nigeria 
and two in Ghana. 

By December 2003, all 
the 36 states of Nigeria 
and 10 regions of Ghana 
were covered. Broadcasts 
of the Monday Evening 
Bible Studies started to 
go on this medium in 
early 2004 and it has 
not missed one slot since 
then. Now, even non-
Deeper Life churches are 
connected to the Bible 
Studies by satellite and 
on the internet.

As the coverage 
range of the satellite 
broadcast was mainly 
African, the Technology 
Committee came up with 
an innovative idea of 
reaching the rest of the 
world via the internet. 
A web-casting unit was 
set up with the task of 
streaming important 
messages live on the 

internet, and also create 
online video messages 
archives where viewers 
can watch or download 
after the broadcast. So 
far, it has been a huge 
success. 

Despite bandwidth 
challenges, testimonies 
abound on how people’s 
lives have been touched 
by God via these satellite 
and internet broadcasts. 
Pastor Kumuyi’s messages 
can be viewed at www.
deeperlifeonline.org. 

At the moment, the 
Life Transmission crew is 
able to transmit live from 
anywhere in Africa. With 
the internet facilities, 
the live broadcast is 
accessible from any part 
of the world. 

The transmission 
crew is also building 

synergies with colleagues 
in the USA and UK to 
extend satellite coverage 
to North America and 
Europe.

Statistics show that 
more locations are being 
covered and more people 
(both Deeper Life and 
non-Deeper Life) are 
tuning in to the live 
broadcasts. It proves the 
expanding influence of 
gospel propagation via 
satellite and internet.

Pastor Kumuyi’s vision 
is to achieve such a 
penetration that will take 
the gospel to every corner 
of Africa and beyond. 

“Until Africa is 
conquered for the Lord 
and the whole world is 
reached for Christ, we 
have no rest,” says the 
church. <

Useful Deeper life contacts

in Nigeria
Tel: 00 234 1 774 5607
00 234 80 231 321 33
Email: cs@deeperlifeonline.org
Website: 
www.deeperlifeonline.org

in Ghana
Tel: 00 233 244 5989 994
00 233 20 211 0312
Email: accra.ghana@
deeperlifeonline.org

in UK/europe
Tel: 00 44 207 357 7558
00 44 7950 01 09 77
Email: 
admin@dclmfreeserve.co.uk
pastor@dulwichlife.org.uk

in USa
Tel: 001 718 7883
Email: deeperlifeusacan@
yahoo.com

Deeper Life’s main services
The church’s main services are:

Sunday Worship 
Service: Starting at 8am 
prompt, it is the time 
the church’s general 
membership meets for 
worship. The tradition is 
for individual churches 
to meet in their various 
locations every Sunday, 
but once a month all the 
churches in a particular 
city or town meet at the 
central or headquarters 
church in the city or town 
for a “combined service”. 

At such services, 
as in Nigeria’s eastern 
city of Port Harcourt, 
attendances can exceed 
35,000 on a given 
“combined service” 
Sunday. In Abuja, 
over 11,000 members 
regularly fill the church 
on an average “combine 
service” Sunday.

In Lagos, the hub of 

Deeper Life activity, the 
city has been divided 
into four. Every Sunday, 
one-quarter of the 
membership in the city 
leave their individual 
churches and troop to 
the headquarters church 
for a “combined service”, 
officiated by Pastor 
Kumuyi. 

Before the “combined 
service” idea came into 
being, Pastor Kumuyi 
used to hold five services 
every Sunday at Gbagada. 
Not many people could 
have handled that. 

Sunday Evening 
House Care Fellowship 
Meeting: This is where 
the grassroots cells of the 
Church (15 members 
each) meet to take care of 
individual spiritual and 
material needs. The HCFs 

are a very important 
pillar of the Church.

Monday Evening Bible 
Study: Pastor Kumuyi 
describes this service, 
as “very important and 
central to the work we are 
doing”. Other members 
call it “the systematic and 
expository study of the 
Bible which has become 
the backbone of the 
church”.

This service is 
transmitted live all over 
the world by satellite 
and internet. Lasting 
for about two-and-a-
half hours (from 6pm 
to 8.30pm) and avidly 
watched by members 
and non-members alike, 
it unites the Deeper Life 
family and solidifies the 
message preached at the 
Sunday Worship Service 

the day before. Before 
it went via satellite and 
internet, cassette tapes 
were used. By far, the 
church service that has 
benefited most from the 
live transmission is the 
Monday Bible Study. 
It has gone from being 
the least attended to the 
second most attended 
service in the church 
(second only to the 
Sunday Worship Service).

Tuesday Leadership 
Meeting: Key leaders 
(zonal and “workers” 
of the church) meet to 
review messages and 
strategise, in order to 
have a uniform view of 
the sermons delivered by 
Pastor Kumuyi at  
the Sunday Worship 
Service and the Monday 
Bible Study. It is an 

equally well-attended 
service.

Thursday Revival and 
Evangelism Training 
Service: The main 
business of the Church is 
evangelism. This meeting 
on Thursdays, a very 
important one in the life 
of the Church, is when 
evangelism training is 
given to members on 
how to reach out to the 
world, and also to revive 
and grow their own faith 
in the Lord.

Saturday Evening 
Workers Meeting:  Held 
in various groups, this 
meeting helps to achieve 
uniform concentrated 
teaching across the 
church. Bible study 
outlines are chosen and 
discussed here. <

‘Until Africa is conquered for the Lord…  we have no rest’
Para-church units at the forefront of spreading the gospel far and wide.

Christian 
Women’s Mirror
A monthly magazine 
dedicated to women 
both inside and outside 
the church, the Women’s 
Mirror is by far the most 
successful stand-alone 
company under the 
Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry. 

Published under the 
direct charge of Sister 
Biodun Kumuyi, wife 
of Pastor Kumuyi and 
director of the Women’s 
Ministry, the Mirror 
has steadily risen from 
its humble print-run of 
30,000 a month in 1992 
to over 530,000 today. It 
is now published in seven 
languages – English, 
French, Yoruba, Hausa, 
Igbo, Efik and Twi 
(Ghana). The Ghana 
church alone accounts for 
70,000 of the print-run. 
A Swahili edition is in 
the pipeline.

The magazine has been 
hugely successful, thanks 
to the foresight of Sister 
Kumuyi who acts more 
or less as the editor-
in-chief (even though, 
not wanting to take the 
glory, she says she is 
not). But she runs the 
whole show and makes 
sure that appropriate 
and interesting themes 
and topics are chosen for 
each month’s edition, and 
external contributors are 
up to scratch. 

Her business acumen 
and editorial direction 
are so honed that the 
Mirror has some of the 
most modern print-shops 
in Nigeria, and some of 
the best stocked by way 
of paper. The magazine is 
printed in two locations 
– Ayobo in Lagos, and in 

Port Harcourt in Rivers 
State.

The magazine started 
in October 1992 as a 
result of the Women’s 
Conference of that 
year. Participants 
liked the messages 
that were preached by 
Pastor Kumyi at the 
conference and wanted 
more in printed form. 
They approached Sister 
Kumuyi who took the 
matter to her husband. 
The first issues were 
distributed free of charge. 
Even now it is sold at a 
mere 15 naira because 
Pastor Kumuyi wants 
thousands more to have 
access to it. 

Apart from Deeper 
Life members, other 
churches use the Mirror 
as teaching material. 
Sister Kumuyi’s goal is 
to see circulation hit one 
million a month in the 
next few years.

Life Tapes Ltd
A registered company 
under the Deeper 
Christian Life Ministry 
and established to further 
the preaching of the 
gospel, Life Tapes pays 
taxes to the governments 
of the countries in which 
it operates, based on its 

annual turnover. It sells 
cassette tapes to church 
members and the general 
public of Pastor Kumuyi’s 
core messages delivered 
at the various church 
services, bible studies, 
retreats, conferences, 
crusades, and other 
special meetings. 

It is the passion of 
Pastor Kumuyi to take 
the gospel to the four 
corners of the world. To 
help in this endeavour, 
Life Tapes records 
important messages 
delivered by the pastor. 

As a limited liability 
company under the 
Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry, Life Tapes 
employs 40 people at its 
factory at Ayobo. Other 
countries and the 36 
states of Nigeria have 
their own versions of 
Life Tapes. Over 80,000 
tapes are produced every 
month at Ayobo. The 
company pays royalties to 
the church. 

Life Press Ltd
In 1977, the same 
passion to spread the 
gospel far and wide led 
to the establishment of 
Life Press Ltd. Initially it 
relied on outside printers 
to print its material. 

But as it was often 
disappointed by printers 
who would not deliver 
jobs on time, Life Press 
set up its own print-shop 
in 1978. 

In those days, as part 
of the Great Commission 
to spread the gospel, 
Life Press gave out its 
books and tracts for free. 
Today, its products are 
sold at give-away prices, 
so low that the company 
struggles to break even.

The low prices are 
necessitated by the wish 
of Pastor Kumuyi to 
make Life Press’ products 
– books written by him 
(91 at the last count), 
pamphlets, tracts and 
magazines – accessible 
to as many people as 
possible. The emphasis is 
not to make money but 
to spread the gospel. 

Life Press employs 50 
full time workers and 
pays royalties to the 
church when it can, and 
taxes to the government. 
Apart from books, 
pamphlets, posters and 
such like, Life Press 
publishes Life, a monthly 
magazine aimed at male 
readers in the church and 
outside. Its circulation is 
80,000 per month.

Life Press also 

publishes three monthly 
magazines, Tender Life for 
children, Youth Life for 
the youth, and Campus 
Pearl for students.

The company also 
publishes five quarterly 
publications – Search the 
Scripture (for adults), 
Children Search the 
Scripture (for juniors), 
Children Search the 
Scripture (for seniors), 
Building the Body, and 
Daily Manna.  

Life Transmission
The Deeper Christian 
Life Ministry has always 
explored new ways 
of fulfilling the Great 
Commission of spreading 
the gospel through 
printed and electronic 
media, books, magazines, 
calendars, video/audio 
tapes, posters, tracts, 
comics, etc. But good 
as these means may 
be, they are limited 
(in terms of reach) in 
this highly demanding 
and competitive age of 
technology.

Thus, the church took 
a giant step to embrace 
the use of modern 
technology to broadcast 
the gospel live across the 
globe so that all Deeper 
Life churches (and even 
other churches) can 
listen to Pastor Kumuyi 
simultaneously during 
retreats, crusades, 
conferences, and the 
weekly Monday Evening 
Bible Studies.

The concept of the live 
transmission came from 
Pastor Kumuyi himself 
when he assembled a 
team of technology 
experts in January 
2003 to look into using 


